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Art. VIII. — Translation from the Original Arabic of an Account 
of many Expeditions conducted by the Sultan of liurnu, 
Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'All, against various Tribes his 
Neighbours, other than the liuldla, fyc., inhabitants of the 
land of Kanim. Translated by J. W. ItisDiiousis, Esq., and 
communicated by the Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 



PltBl'ACE. 

In the name of God the compassionate, the merciful; and may (Jod 
look favourably upon our prince and prophet Mohammed the elect, 
the prince of those who preceded as of those who come after him, 
the messenger sent in victory and conquest, with glad tidings and 
warnings, to all the spheres of creation ; may God look favourably 
upon him and upon his family, the just, the good, the pure, as also 
upon his companions, his household, his posterity, and the univer- 
sality of the church who have responded to his call. 

Praise be to God who lirst originated existence by His wisdom, 
and commanded that olwdience be shown to Himself and to His 
prophet (may God look favourably upon him, and grant him peace), 
as an establishment of His evidence, and as the crowning work of 
His grace, lie created of His power and will two mates of every 
thing, as lie has manifestly declared in His scripture revealed to 
His best creature. He formed of water all living things, that 
they might believe; he excited their attention by the effects of 
His creative power, that they might surely know. And after 
having called all things into existence, he preferred the children of 
Adam to honour, and he confirmed Ibis by what they built, which 
shall not be laid waste by the artifice of any demolisher. JIo 
divided them into two conditions, salvation and perdition, by a 
pervading decree of providence, one class for heaven, one class for 
the lire of hell. He is not to be questioned as to what He does, 
neither can any one retard the execution of His command. Nothing, 
even the weight of a mote, on earth, or in the lirmamenf is divorced 
vol. xix. 1' 
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from Hifl extensive knowledge. lie knows every furtive glance of 
the eyes, and what is concealed in breasts, and in His hand is the 
incoming and the outgoing of every matter. lie is the first and the 
last, the outside and the inside, the origin and the result; Tic is the 
loving, the mindful of services, the rcwarder, the punisher, the 
giver, the preventer, the guide, the confoundcr, the accepter of 
penitence, the merciful, the mighty, and the pardoner. our 
brethren, resigned ones of Islam, (J oil has created us and you 
among those who shall inherit paradise, (of which the Kur 'fin says) 
" t/iftf sf mil therein be everlasting ;" and has sheltered us and you front 
the wrath of our Lord and from the torment of hell. He is the 
hearer of prayer, Amen. There is no power or ability except by 
God, the highest, the very great. There is no God but lie, the 
Lord of the throne, the beneficent. 

Know ye, then, that what stirred us to the composition of this 
work at. the present time, is a book which we have seen, the com- 
pilation of the elder, the legist, Mesforma-'Umer, son of 'Othman, 
in the reign of his Sultan, the just, righteous, pious, brave, intrepid 
king, Idris, son of 'All, son of Ahmed, son of 'Othman, sou of ldrls, 
the pilgrim to the sacred house of God (may God bless the realm 
of his grandchildren, his state, and his majesty, to the day of the 
last trumpet; Amen). When, therefore, we became acquainted 
with that composition, dated from the expedition against Sim, the 
incidents and accidents of which arc therein related, we formed the 
design to perform a similar work to it on the reign of our .Sultan, 
who is, the legist, the just, pious, religious, righteous, faithful to 
his engagements, and brave king, ldrls the Pilgrim, son of 'All, son 
of ldris, son of 'All, son of Ahmed, son of 'Othman, son of ldris, 
the pilgrim to the sacred house of God, of the lineage of Uinii, son 
of 'Abdu-'l-Jclil, and of the stock of Seyf, son of Dhi-Yezn, of the 
pith of Knreysh, and of the marrow of llimlr (may God bless his 
successor with a great blessing, for the sake of the prince of man- 
kind, Muhamined the elect, and his posterity, upon him and upon 
them may God look favourably and grant peace, for lie is our trust, 
and a very present help in trouble). 

The high priest Ahmed, son of Furtii, of the tribe of Muhammcd, 
son of JWrmi, commenced writing this book on a Sunday, the third 
day from the end of God's month Kcjob (lie single, in the city of 
Ibirni. We have not done (his out of vainglory, or hypocrisy, or 
dissimulation, or pride; but as a work due from a successor as 
following in the footsteps of his forerunners, and as a noble under- 
taking, even though we are one of the vile. God is the governor 
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of secret motives, and the pardoner of sins. To relate the benefits 
wo receive is a species of thanksgiving, to conceal them totally is 
ingratitude. To every period its men, and the rise of every one is 
according to his creed and liiw watching for opportunity. The chief 
quality of leadership is the jewel of equity, by which is justified the 
obedience of every man to his leader; he precedes them and they 
follow him, and he guides them to heaven by their reins, after their 
registers are given into their right hands, and after their being con- 
gratulated on account of their salvation and their belief, their having 
stood upright for their final sentence to bo passed, and their know- 
ledge of every kind of retribution for or against them. The virtue 
of equity is well known, its exercise by a king for one day is equal 
to sixty years spent in prayer; its mentioners are numerous. The 
incentives to sovereignty and to the fulfilment of its duties are 
innumerable, nor can the various passages of Scripture which bear 
testimony thereto be fully fathomed. The house in which there is 
an unjust monarch is better than one altogether void of a monarch. 
(Examples exist of the noun "monarch" being feminine; there arc 
even proofs of such use in the language of the Arabians, as, for 
instance, the following distich : 

" Verily I shall bco thec flying from tins tyranny 
" Of this (hooc) monarch — I say : Certainly.") 

If this matter be so, how much more will it be true as applied to a 
just king, in whose heart is the fear of God, and whose injunctions 
or prohibitions are obeyed according as God gives him power to 
enforce them. This is why we have undertaken to commemorate 
the acts and deeds of our Sultan, and what he performed in 
the time of his reign, whether military expeditions, war against 
unbelievers, defending the frontiers, or making the highways safe 
for travelling merchants. We are not equal to the task of 
recounting his numerous qualities and his abundant perfections ; 
were we to exert ourselves to the utmost in such an endeavour, 
we should not be able to give a description of the tithe thereof, 
even in a long space of time, flow can any one be able to 
enumerate his acts when, in one single year, he undertook many 
expeditious? If the whole of the numerous body of the learned 
were to unite together to commemorate the same, they would fail in 
the attempt, and even if they were to relate the whole of his 
expeditious without any omission whatever, they would not know 
for certain their order, which took place anteriorly and which 
afterwards. 

V 2 
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Our Sultan Idols tlic Pilgrim, Ron of 'All, Ron of IdrlB, accus- 
tomed himself to model his conduct upon that of our Prince and 
our Lord, Muhammcd the elect (may the favouring of God and 
His benedictions be upon him and on all the prophets) during his 
wars against unbelievers, which he (may God favour and bless 
him) followed up as a special profession, and in which God (be His 
praises sung and His name exalted) directed him, and assisted him 
in all his endeavours, and strengthened him, and helped him to 
follow the straight path, and exalted him. Look, therefore, unto 
what the Lord (may His name be exalted and glorified) enabled 
him to perform, according its we have heard related by our elders 
who arc gone before us, wonderful acts and astonishing adminis- 
trations, such as no one had been equal to since the retreat of the 
Sultan Diiwfid the Pilgrim, son of Nikalih, to the realm of Hurnuh ' 
until now. We will relate, according to our ability and our weak- 
ness, some of the things which we know, for we are incompetent 
to describe the greater part, even aa we have often explained to 
you before now ; for what are these matters and what are you? 
They relate to what he performed against the tribe of Sew', in 
obedience to what God (may lie be exalted) commanded respecting 
war with the unbelievers, who were near neighbours of the 
Muslimin, and at enmity against them. Also, to what he did to 
the people of the town of Einseka', the fortifications of which arc 
said to have been dug before the fortifications of our town, which 
were dug by the Sultan 'Ali, son of Ahmed. Also, what he did to 
the people of Kcnuh, 4 when they built in their country many forts, 
in the design of acting treacherously towards the land of Hurnuh, 
against which they organized plundering expeditions, making spoil 
of whatever they found, fleeing afterwards to their forts and 
strongholds, where they placed themselves in security with all 
that they had in their possession, until such time as he undertook 
to attack them, out of his high resolve and exalted determination, 
demolishing and devastating the whole of their buildings without 
leaving, a single one, except the great fortress named Delii only. 
Also, what he performed when he led an expedition against the 
tribe of Hcrbcr, until the land in its wide extent became straightened 
unto them, and dearth weighed upon them ; so that, arising there- 
from, they could find no pasture, nor place to inhabit, in the whole 

1 Hurnil in written in various ways l>y llic author, 'flic translator lias thought 
it nccossary to follow him.— J. W. It. 

' Saw? » MiiKgol * Kanol 
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breadth thereof. Also what he performed in respect to a journey 
to the town of Eghrein, and to the regions of the Kewiir, such as 
Enter, and the mountain called Eyeuima, on which were the enemy 
of the tribe of Tubu, whom he slew, and whose posterity he took 
captive, returning thence in triumph and in joy to the town of 
Fewiini, and to Buhna, where he halted and remained a few days, 
and where the inhabitants of the town of Jadu came to him with 
blood-horses as presents to him on their part, since they feared 
him, and offered their submission until they gained admittance to 
his presence, and returned from thence under his protection. Look 
ye, then, again at his journey to the sacred House of God, in order 
to attain unto lite most exalted degree, after having abandoned the 
beloved sovereignty and the desired majesty, upon the whole of 
which he turned his back, lending himself as an acceptable loan to 
his Lord (whose praise be sung), and he performed the pilgrimage, 
and visited the city of the chosen prophet (upon him be the favour 
and benediction of the One, the Subduer, so long as the alternation 
of day and night is repeated); he also took the blessed opportunity 
to visit (the tombs of) the just, the men from whom were received 
the word, the blessed (may the satisfaction of the Lord be upon 
them and His esteem be near them). After that he purchased a 
house and a palm-grove in the ennobled city, where he took up his 
abode as a simple worshipper, in hopes of meriting the great reward 
from the Lord of Majesty. After that, again he turned his Ktcps 
towards the region of Buruii ; and when he reached a town called 
lSurak, he put to death every one in it who fought against him. 
These people were powerful, but they became so very much 
weakened in consequence of this that they became subjects after 
having long been masters. 

Among the various things which God (be He exalted), in His 
favour, beneficence, and goodness, enabled him to obtain, was the 
existence of certain Turkish musketeers in his service, and the great 
number of his born slaves, instructed and cunning in the art of 
using the inusket ;' so much so, that he was able to combat tlie 
people of the town of Einsoka with muskets alone, without using 
any other kind of weapons, until God (be lie exalted) gave him the 
victory over them, and he seized upon all they possessed. 

One of the most astonishing of his good qualities was his 
prohibition and prevention of scandal by the open practice of 

1 After the pilgrimage to Mecca, the Sultan must have known lire arms. 
I therefore translate "imiukct," and not "croHs-bow," which the word "hiutdub" 
niuaim aa well —J. VV. It. 
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fornication, no that no open praoticor thereof was to be seen in hit? 
days ; whereas, taforc that time, the people made no difficulty on 
the Biibjcct, by night or by day, in secret or openly, aB though it 
were in honour among llicin, and they were violently inclined 
thereto. He extirpated this and destroyed it, and the countenance 
of the age became lustrous ; he corrected as much as he was able 
the outward manncra of (lie people, for (he secret things pertain 
nnto God, in whose hand is the guidance to right and the seduction 
to wrong, the giving and the depriving. 

Another of (lie must noble of his customs was his inciting the 
people to submit themselves to the judgments of the holy law, 
instead of recurring to worldly government, in their disputes and 
in their transactions, whether the subject be great or small ; 
whereas, according to what we have heard related, the prepon- 
derating voice was formerly that of the chieftains, not of the 
doctors of the holy law. 

Another point is the pains ho took to extirpate wrong and 
malice, treachery and intestine war, from among the Muslimiii, as 
they had existed between the two tribes of Knbur and Ki, who 
were constantly committing acts of warfare against each other by 
way of reprisals ; but when our Sultan succeeded to the throne, 
be prohibited this in the most peremptory manner; so much bo, 
that they became like brothers, loving one another in God. 

An enterprise of his, worthy of mention, is his progress, in ono 
single expedition, to the countries of Ghamerkn, Morkl, Kubsh, 
and to the rocks of llajar-Mitukuh, and Ilajar-Jiuind. 

lie further came against the inhabitants of the rocks Ilajar- 
Zebedti and Ilajar-fiharasa, who were named the Ghfimfi, and who 
were united (in blood?) with the children of the Sultan Dawud, 
with their grandchildren, and with their relatives. In former times 
(hoy bad been used to make forays into the laud of Burnnh, slaying 
the men, and carrying off the women and children. In the time of 
our Sultan, however (may God, whose name be exalted, grant him 
honour jn both worlds), he destroyed their confederacy, and broke 
up their union, excepting such as he confirmed and permitted to 
inhabit those parts; so that the people of the tribe of Gitamii, 
residing among those rocks, submitted themselves universally to 
his dominion, without dispute and without quarrel. 

Also, when the tribe of Ghizm,' people of Muklum, Ghamazen, 
and other places, of the Ghiztn nation, lying in the direction of 
those two, manifested a spirit of haughtiness and obduracy, our 

1 NgiiBfiiim? 
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Sultan went forth against them, accompanied by numbers and in 
every way prepared, and lie cut down their corn and set lire to 
their dwellings, in the rainy season ; thus did he press upon them 
to devastate their country, so that they submitted to him and 
became obedient to him, placing themselves under his rule, and he 
furnished them with a measure of food, by the might and power 
of God. 

Again, the tribe of Ghizm, dwelling towards the west, and 
named the lhniiwa, could never be persuaded to desist from carry- 
ing people away captives from the land of the Muslimin, or from 
committing depredations therein ; they would not depart from their 
evil deeds, but they adopted the castles of the tribe of Jiodih as 
their strongholds, their retreats, and their places of concealment 
for the plunder they seized, in their perfidious dealings towards the 
Muslimin, which they practised by night and by day, without rest 
or intermission. So when our Sultan succeeded to the sovereignty, 
he and his chief Vezir Kursu imagined an excellent plan for putting 
a stop to their perfidy and unjust actions ; and thereupon they left 
their evil doings, some of them attaching themselves to our Sultan, 
some to the Vezir Kursu, some to others of the chieftains who 
followed our Sultan to the war ; while the rest of them embraced 
a settled life, established themselves in a fixed place, and devoted 
themselves to the pursuits of agriculture and husbandly. 

Another of his great exploits is that which he brought about 
and performed in respect to the tribe of Sew, who dwelt towards 
the east on the shore of the great river (lake ?) Thsid, and were 
known as the Telala. Formerly, these were an extremely vicious 
and wicked race, and it is said of them that they used to provide 
themselves with water in skins, 1 or some kind of vessels, and then, 
taking their weapons and their shields, would set out for the 
populous and cultivated parts of the Muslimin country, in the 
design of committing depredations therein, some of them travelling 
a distance of two or three days' journey, more or less. Hut when 
the days of our Sultan came, he prevented them most ellieiontly 
from these deeds, and subjected them to many kinds of serious 
injuries, so that they became subdued, submissive, and abject, 
some of their towns being laid waste and made utterly desolate. 

Know, brethren, that we have made manifest to you our 
incompetency, and represented to you our inadequacy to penetrate 
fully into the acts of our Sultan which he did during the time of 

' Tho word hero used, bukliaa, in not known to the translator.-— J. W. It. 
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his reign, to pourtray thctn with the pen or by the motion of our 
fingers; how then shall wo.be able and competent to do this in 
respect to his adapting his actions to the greater portion of what 
is in the Scripture, and in the acts of the prophet, particularly in 
respect to the customs of war on God's account, which ho under- 
took for the noble cause of (Jod and His abundant reward. For 
this reason we have reduced the relation of the whole of his 
military cx|>editions to what we have expounded in this compilation 
alone, excepting the expeditions against the tribe of Pulala 
separately ; which latter we intend also to narrate!, if God so will 
it, showing tin; principal part of his actions towards that tribe, in 
nn uniform maimer, clour and explicit, according to what we know 
positively of the results of all (lint we may describe relating to 
the exjvditions which he carried through by the aid and support 
of God. 

We propose now to append to every particular feature of the 
political acts of our Sultan Idris the Pilgrim, son or 'All, son of 
Idris, a few anecdotes having a natural connection therewith, and 
divided by classes, from the subject of the tribe of Scw-Ghafata to 
that of Sew-Tctfda, in detail and distinctly, if God will it, so that 
people of information may know the real state of the case respect- 
ing his numerous exploits and the true nature of his wars with the 
enemies of God ; also Avilh what stratagems ho combated them, 
with what cunning he destroyed them, and in what way he arrived 
at the victory over them all, and at their slaughter. Thus will we 
follow up the track of what we have done in this book, if God 
(whose name be extolled) will it, as far as we were spectators of 
the same, or have heard related. Perfect knowledge belongs to 
God alone, as does also the complete power of decision. 

After completing what we here contemplate, we will compose, 
if God (whose iinmc bo extolled) will it, a relation of what is con- 
nected with the affairs of the country of Kanim, in a separate 
treatise, according to what we witnessed and took note of in our 
journeying? and travels, in the same manner as was done by the 
elder, the legist, Mesfermu-'Uiner, son of J 0thman, according to 
what he knew, in the days of his Sultan, Idris, son of 'All, son of 
Ahmed. We have divested ourselves of eveiy kind of doubt that 
the acts of our Sultan Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'Ali, are more 
important and considerable than the acts of his grandfather, and, 
if God (whose name be extolled) will it, we will make manifest the 
reasons why they are more important, when wc treat on that 
matter, so that no one who becomes acquainted with our book 
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shall remain in ignorance of the same, with the aid ami assistance 
of God our Lord (whose name he extolled), and with his help, and 
favour, and will ; He is our trust, and a very present help in trouble ; 
neither is there any power or ability, except through God most 
high aud most great. 



CHAPTER I. 

KXl'KDITIONS AflAlNST THIS TJHItlC OF SIS W-GIIAKATA. 

The time is now conic for us lo (urn to the history of the Sew- 
Ghalalfi, of which wo have already made mention; and afterwards 
we will relate all the particulars of the various tribes that we have 
mentioned, placing them in a regular series, as we have done in 
first naming them. 

Know then that the relative condition of children, fathers, and 
forefathers, ancestors in a remoter degree, may be in one of three 
categories. Some children are in a superior condition to that of 
their forefathers, and surpass them by attaining to a manifest 
degree of excellence, and an evident slate of merit, while some 
fall short of their ancestors in a degree that admits of no cavil, 
and others again resemble their progenitors in regard to their 
general condition, without having advanced a step or lost any 
ground. These latter are like a easting which (its into its mould, 
or like a shoe placed alongside of its fellow, whereas the first- 
mentioned superiority is an act of grace from God (whose praise be 
sung, aud whose name be extolled) unto His servant, and a portion 
unto him for the enlargement of his fortune and his inheritance, 
even as lb; has explained it in J lis holy scripture, in the passage 
relating to His prophets (upon whom be salutation and peace), and 
also in other passages, so that language is incompetent to make 
comments thereupon. 

Now we have been eye-witnesses of the fact that God (whoso 
name be glorified), out of J lis very grace and favour, included the 
condition of our Sultan in this first category; since he brought 
about and manifested in the time of his sovereignty things (lie 
existence of which we had never heard mentioned in the days of 
any other monarch (may God augment his might and majesty, his 
excellence, and his posterity, to the end of lime). 

Kven when it is admit led concerning any one, that he is fully 
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equal to his com|)ccr8 from amongst liis tribe or nation, litis is 
certainly a subject of honest pride to him ; we can therefore have 
no doubt on the subject when he is superior to bis fellows, excelling 
them in adversity and in prosperity. Has not Ibnu-Dureyd spoken 
in his book in the following manner: 

" Of all tiling!) which a child of man can acquire, I have been possessed ; 
" Whereas, of man, there remains after him but his good name 1" 

and has it not been said also in the same sense : 

" Man, after his existence, is but a subject of conversation ; 

'* Be thou therefore a good subject for those who mention thee."? 

and so in truth is it in this matter. 

Now our Sultan, the commander of the believers, and repre- 
sentative of the Lord of the universe, the visitor to the two sacred 
places, Mils, son of '.All, son of Idris (may God grant him honour 
in this life and in the next), when he determined upon making war 
against the ciurny of the tribe of Scw-Ghafata, and resolved upon 
destroying them and exterminating them, built a large city opposite 
to the town of Uemesekh, and appointed therein as commanders 
Shatinia-Hiri-Ghatriima and his son Ejima Ghazma, son of 13iri. 
lie arranged four gates for the city, and nominated a warden to 
each gate ; he also established therein a garrison of Ins soldiers, 
and commanded every one of his chieftains and leaders who bad 
the ability, and whose valour was known, to build therein houses 
and to place there a portion of their followers, horsemen with coats 
of mail and cuirasses. After completing all this, be named the 
city "the Great Fortress" (Sonsa-'l-Keblra). The inhabitants 
thereof, who dwelt therein, were men of energy and activity, who 
never ('eased, early or late, from making tours in quest of the 
enemy, persevering in so doing until God (may His name be glorified) 
enabled them to destroy bis strongholds. 

Our Sultan built also a second city to the north of the castle, 
opposite to the southern fortress, an extensive city, and established 
therein Shikcma-Humn, arranging two gates to it, the eastern gale 
and the western gate; more than these ho did not make. lie 
strengthened Shikcma-lhunii with a groat number of bis servants 
of the tribe of Kirdi, so that the city became insullicient to accom- 
modate the throng. So Sbikema and those who were with him 
went in search of the enemy of the tribe of Ghafata, early and late, 
without negligence or sluggishness, without carelessness or fail; 
and they ceased not to act thus until God rent the ramparts of the 
polytheisls and destroyed the strongholds of the wicked. 
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And when our Sultan had rested from the building of these two 
afore-mentioned cities, he turned his attention to the means of 
utterly destroying the nation of unjust dealers. So he sent forth 
heralds among the whole nation, proclaiming that they should come 
to him with axes and bucklers, and weapons, with abundant pro- 
visions, and that no one should remain behind, whether doctors of 
law and divinity, or herdsmen, or merchants, so that they might 
cut down the trees to the north and to lite south, and thereby leave 
no retreat in which the heathen could fortify themselves; and that 
no excuse would be listened to for holding back from this service, 
except on the part or invalids who were utterly unable to perform 
a journey, such as old men bent with age, or the sick, and on tho 
part of women and female slaves, lie also commanded the heralds 
to proclaim in every market-place in BuriiCi, 1 that tho people were 
to come to him prepared and equipped to complete what be had 
resolved upon. And the people heard, and obeyed, and complied 
with what he desired. 

When news of this matter was spread abroad, and reached the 
cars of the polytheists, they came together in great numbers, and 
those who were of kindred tribes to them joined them also, although 
they were under subjection to the Sultan and paid the customary 
tribute, which they then threw up, in order, by collecting together, 
to prevent the destruction of their trees. The Sultan paid no 
attention to their assembling, but marched against them with his 
army, horse and foot, until he reached their trees and their strong- 
holds ; this was in the summer season. Jle then drew up the 
Bhieldsmcn and bucklersmen in front of the army in ranks ; behind 
these he placed the horsemen clad in coats of mail with armour on 
their steeds, and not unarmed, also in ranks, and further to the 
rear again ho ranged the axemen behind the horsemen, so that 
they might cut down the trees in full security as to their persons, and 
safe from the malice and assaults of the heathen. Mixed with these 
were tho musicians, playing on the lute, the tambourine, the horn, 
the flute, and other kinds of instruments of amusement and recrea- 
tion, so as to cheer the body in the cutting down of the trees, and 
to create mirth and activity, drowning the sense of fatigue. 

While our people were thus singularly occupied in carrying out 
this curious stratagem, the enemy came and attacked them with 
darts and javelins ; they combated a long while, and God (may His 
name be glorified) gave patience to the Muslimiu and thinness to 

1 liuritiV 
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tlioir foot, bo that llic enemy could not hinder them from cutting 
down the trees. Sing, therefore, the praises of God, the Unique, 
the Subduer. 

When the autumn conic and the rains fell, and their seed-corn 
shot forth and grew up, and looked beautiful, and was near being 
ripe, the Sultan, the Commander of the believers, Idris the Pilgrim 
(may Cod grant him honour, as also lo his armies), went forth 
against llieni, and destroyed their cornfields, leaving nothing what- 
ever standing in t hem. 

Tims the Saltan censed not to harass them in three different 
maimers; lie ail, down their liven in the summer, their corn in the 
ant mini, and carried on predatory incursions against them in the 
winter, until it became insufferable for the heathen to remain any 
longer in their strongholds. So they abandoned the districts which 
had been thus devastated, and transferred themselves to other 
places. 

And the next year, when the time was come for cutting down 
the trees, the Sultan Idris, the Pilgrim, came up, according to his 
custom, intending to cut down their trees in the town of Milyeh ; 
and the polythcists assembled together, their breasts filled with 
rage, and they fought a severe battle with the Musliniln, so that 
they prevented them from destroying the trees, and the Muslimtn 
returned to their napping places ; at this the polythcists rejoiced 
on that day with an exceeding great joy, since their trees were not 
cut. down. And they mightily desired to preserve their trees, and 
imagined that their attack had procured them a great advantage; 
so they returned to (heir habitations, lint when the Muslimln 
reached their napping place, the Commander of the believers was 
exceedingly wroth with them, and asked how they could do such 
a thing. So when the Muslimln acquired precise knowledge of the 
wrath of their Commander, they were grieved at it extremely, and 
when the morning dawned they went out. against the stronghold 
of the enemy lo cut down the trees. Upon this, the pagans 
hastened, to drive them away, designing to repeat their doings of 
the day before. With this view they made a most furious attack 
upon the Musliniln, who, however, paid no attention to them, but 
continued the work of cutting down the trees. They then resorted 
to stratagem in their attack, ami divided into numerous parties, 
who rushed upon our people in different directions; but this also 
brought them no advantage. Cur troops now began lo assemble, 
the horsemen with the archers who had come from the western 
country : — 
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" Lo I they hare an assemblage like the back of the porcupine, 
" A collection of bows united to their arrows." 

also the buckloisincn. And oacli leader took up a (separate station, 
and the cutting down of the trees was continued, nor did our 
people turn back until a long while afterwards, when the sun was 
high. Thus did they cut down the trees on the second day and on 
the third, until the whole were destroyed from about the strong- 
hold of Alsiyeh and that of Hedeinh, so that, in a short time they 
arrived at Tormuwa; the Aluslimin being astonished at llie rapidity 
with which the trees had been cut down in so short a time, while 
the enemy were utterly confounded. 

The Sultan now divided his army, and gave permission to each 
division to return home to attend to their ploughs until the; season 
should arrive which was proper for cutting down trees, or for 
destroying corn-Holds, or for carrying on forays against the enemy, 
as has already been narrated. And when the enemy fully conipre 
bended the three kinds of compulsion which were thus unintermit- 
tingly brought to bear upon them, they became utterly averse to 
the planting of any corn whatever, unless in such fields as were 
surrounded on all sides by long reservoirs of water. Thus then was 
fully established the victory of the Sultan over the men of blas- 
phemy, and the advantage of the household of faith, its chiefs, its 
leaders, its followers, and its horsemen, when a stop was put to the 
tillage of the enemy, upon which depended the duration of their 
existence. Every one then who dwelt in the land of liurnii longed 
for the destruction of the enemy's strongholds, whereas, previously 
to tliiB time no such expectation bad ever entered the heart of one 
of them, excepting the Sultan ldris the Pilgrim, son of 'All, who 
had disposed the means for its accomplishment, and had trusted in 
his Lord (whose name be glorified) for the fullilmeut and facilitating 
of the same, who had been accepted by his J)ivine Master (lo whom 
be all honour and glory), and endowed with wonderful judgment, 
and a successful power of organization. There is no one among 
the people of the age who can oppose him or dispute with him ; 
but on the contrary, all obey him and submit to him, complying 
with the injunctions of the acts of the Prophet and of the 
Scripture. 

Not one of the household of faith, great or small, and none of 
the congregation of the heathen, had imagined it possible to 
extirpate those extensive groves, and upon this had the enemy 
foolishly grounded his calculations to such a degree, that twice they 
had conic up against thetiroat Fortress to light with the Sultan. The 
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first lime tlioy came, they retraced their steps without any meeting 
taking place between the two armies ; for the Sovereign Master 
(may I I'm Majesty be exalted and His perfection be glorified) sent 
the thunderbolt of fear into the hearts of the idolaters, people who 
doubt. Afterwards, they came up the second time, and the two 
armies met, when God confounded their troops, according to His 
faithful promise in His eloquent scripture; so they were defeated, 
and look to llight, ret i eating to the place whence they had set 
out, and were followed by the Mimlimln, as many as were there, 
killing and wounding them. Their slain wore very numerous, and 
they were left sis the trunks of palm-trees overthrown. 

After these events, the Sultan never ceased from harassing 
them with warfare, and with cutting down the rest of the traga- 
canlh trees, by night and by day, with his slaves and with his 
free followers. So when their distress became exceedingly great, 
they came in a great body to the Sultan, making supplications, and 
offering submission and obedience, abject, and imploring forgive- 
ness, saying " We are thy slaves, thy captives, the same as thy 
slaves who accompany thee, who obey thy every command ; cause 
us to dwell in whatever place thou wiliest." The Sultan was then 
lodging in the town of Dcmcsckh, and he said to the High Priest 
Ahmed, the author of these memoirs, "Write down the names of 
the whole of these people in a public register." So they were 
brought to him, and he wrote down the name of every one of 
them, with his distinguishing characteristics, one by one, and 
completed the registry of them, and counted them. The Sultan, 
then, with his peimlrating mind and sagacious intellect, imagined 
a new line of policy, and an appropriate system of action, such 
that never before was the like seen, by the reason that, with tho 
help of God (whose name be glorified) he was a truly wise man. 
In consequence, he divided them into separate companies, and 
sent them to different places, some to the town of Dubiishekh, 
some to (he town of Ghazcr, 1 some to Zcmbcm. Thus he dis- 
persed them separately to out-of-the-way distant places. 

He then recommenced his work of cutting down the trees, so 
that he might entirely extirpate the remnant of their groves. 
And he cut down as many as God (whose name be glorified) had 
predestined ; after which he gave permission to his troops to return 
to their homes, that is, to such as still remained in that country 
after the Sultan had gone forth to the holy war. So they went to 
their own cities, all but the chiefs, the leaders, and the guards, who 

' Older 1 
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never leave the Sultan, night or day, while he is in the field on his 
military expeditions ; these remained with him after the departure 
of the whole of the common people. 

The Sultan next proceeded with these followers towards the 
city of Kobln; that is, near to it; he there divided his chiefs and 
leaders, sending Kighamma-Muhainnied-Kcda, which in Arabic 
means 'Abdu-'l-Kadim (servant of the Ancient of days), to the town 
of Dubushekh, with his troops, on a Saturday, to slay the pagans of 
the (Jhafata tribe;; he dispatched Jlrlma-Ibiahim, with his people 
to the town of Zenibem, and Muliiiiur-'Abdii-'llali-IIufiiii, with his 
followers, to (Jhazer, to kill the enemies on a Saturday, lie also 
sent Yciima-dhuti, with his clan, to the town of UhuiTi; he sent 
Shikcma-Muhammcd, son of Forkma, with his attendants, in the 
direction of (ihaiuka, to put to the sword the pagan enemies who 
dwelt towards the north from the sea (<pi., river or lake?). And 
he gave his commands to every one of them to slay the enemies 
dwelling in the places to which he was sending them, on the 
Saturday, without deferring it to another day. So each of them 
set out for the place to which he was ordered, on the Thursday. 

After the Sultan had arranged these matters, as we havo 
related, he came to Kcblii, where he performed his congregational 
public devotions of the Friday ; and when the night descended 
upon him, and he had performed the night prayer, he departed with 
such of his forces as were with him, marching in the dark moonless 
night towards the east, in the direction of the town of Mamukh. 
When the dawn appeared, and the lime of morning prayer was 
come, being nigh to the said town of Mamukh, he alighted and 
performed his prayer; after which he mounted his steed and led 
his followers to the pillage of the inlidels who dwelt therein. They 
slew the inhabitants with a most serious slaughter, none of them 
escaping but those whose hour of death was not come. 

Having completed this slaughter and carnage, ho turned his 
rein towards the north, and travelled until he halted in the middle 
of the forenoon at Deniesekh on his return. His commanders also, 
whom he had sent to different places with orders to slay the 
pagans, carried out his injunctions to the letter, putting the inha- 
bitants to the sword on the Saturday, in the same way that the 
commander of the believers had done on his part. So the morning 
was a sad one for those who hail been denounced, and sorrowful 
was the latter cud of the unbelievers. 

Such are the true rides of action for kings, whom (Jod has 
appointed for the execution of what is right and the extirpation of 
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what in wrong, who follow the book of Owl (may His name be 
glorified) the All-wine, and the acts of His holy prophet (upon 
whom, and upon whose lineage, be the most perfect ascriptions of 
peace and salutation) ; and in conformity with these safe guides of 
conduct, the Sultan Idris the Pilgrim drove out his enemies of the 
tribe of Sew-Ghafatii, ridding the regions of Ihirni] of their pre 
Rcncc, by which he conformed himself to the recommendation of 
our apostle and prophet, Muhanimed (may God look u|>on him 
with favour, and grant him |>cace), :i,s the companions of the prophet 
iiad conformed themselves before him, and those also who succeeded 
them. Again, from his scrupulous attention to perform the precept 
of the scripture and of the acts of Muhanimed, he referred the 
discussion or decision of all matters to the learned doctors of the 
law and divinity, and hung his halter upon their necks in every 
design (may the omniscient Rider of all things reward him with a 
rich recompense in this world and in the next). 

We will now return to the history of the limits of the cutting 
down of the trees. The trees of our enemies commenced, to the 
south of the sea (rircr, or htlc), at the town of Kesdir (or Kessidr), 
as far as (lie town of Kirki, or the town of Bedim; to the north of 
the sea {hike, or rivrr), at the town of Ghatwa, or of Daghambi, as 
far as the town of Dibii, or of Kuwekwa. All this extent was 
swarming with our enemies, the unbelievers of the tribe of Ghafala, 
who never relaxed from acting treacherously toAvards the land of 
Huron, night or day, according to this their custom from of old, 
until the time of the reign of our Sultan Idris the Pilgrim (whom 
may Ood prefer to honour in this world nnd also in the next), when 
(Jod (whose mime be glorilied) facilitated unto our great King Idris 
Hie Pilgrim the destruction of those Ghafatii enemies in various 
ways. 

For instance, when the Sultan alighted at the town of Bedrughiih 
pursuing his well-known custom of cutting down the groves of 
the enemy, with the whole of his forces, horse and fool, bucklors- 
incn and archers, musket men, axemen, and others in great numbers, 
they began to cut down the trees there, and extirpated them in a 
few days. And when he resolved to disperse his troops to their 
several homes, on a Thursday, he commanded his chiefs and leaders 
to slay the tribe from Ghidnmh towards every district and every 
direction; so they put them to death until the number of the slain 
could not be known. 

Again, as the Sultan was once returning from an expedition 
against Kcnuh towards Burnt!, and had travelled until he halted at 
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the town of Jliiui in the forenoon, lie passed his napping- time there; 
also; and when the afternoon was "past he set out again with his 
forces in an easterly direction in quest of the enemy who were in 
the interior of the (Jreat Fortress, ho that he might put them to the 
sword and rid the fortress of thein. Accordingly, he came upon 
them unawares, by the aid and succour of God, finding' them in 
great numbers, of whom not one escaped by becoming - aware of his 
approach ; so he slew them all, even to the last man, without leaving 
one alive; he even put to death the man liagha, who had passed 
backwards and forwards between them and the Musliinin. So they 
were utterly destroyed. And the distress of the enemy reached 
such an extremity that they dispersed themselves among places 
inhabited by people of Hitrnil of the tribe of Tfueh and others, in 
order to save their lives by this stratagem. Hut when our Sultan 
gained intelligence thereof, Iks sent out his officers to make inquiry 
concerning them in the villages, commanding them to slay every 
one of them that they could iind ; and they did so. 

Then these people understood that the land of Burnu was too 
confined for them, as they could Iind therein no place for resilience 
or for refuge. Upon which they left the country of Burnfi, and 
retired to the fastnesses which they had still remaining in tin; dis- 
trict of Bekodwa and others lying towards the east. The Sultan 
followed after them, with the JMuslimiu, and, according to the old 
system, cut down their trees, and made forays upon them ; the 
scouts and the foremost of our horsemen came up with them, and 
slew all the unbelievers they could find unawares. So they were 
routed, and lied, and shut themselves up in their strongholds. The 
remainder of our army then came up, and our Sultan alighted in 
the town of Bekedwfi, so that the Muslimin were collected in a 
body; after which, they sallied forth in search of the pagan habit- 
ations, in order to build Muslim house's in their stead, so as to have 
a shelter from the eyes of men, from the wind, and from the heat 
of the sun. Upon this the enemy took to setting their houses on 
lire themselves, from that, time, before the Muslimin hail fired any 
of them; for fear fell upon their hearts, as it is written in the page 
of the revelation of the Lord most glorious ; thus they went in 
dread of the Muslimin, the obedient people of the Lord of heaven 
and earth. Arrant cowardice was also sent upon them, and baseless 
panic;, to such a degree that they could no longer distinguish a 
he-camel from a she-camel, a cow from a bull, a ewe from a ram, a 
goat from a sheep, or a lamb from a kid; they became so that they 
vol.. xix. ( l 
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know not tlic numlior of the days, of the months, or of the years, 
oven as the poet Ufistri says : 

" Tlio nights pass, but they know not Uio number thereof, 
" Nor which belong not to the nights of the sacred months." 

And after these things, the Sultan marched from that place, 
and dispersed his army, according as he had done in his first 
expedition. 

One of the surprising acts of our Sultan consisted in his com- 
manding the inhabitants of the Oreat Fortress to come up in the 
direction of the misbelievers on such and such a day, so as to 
deceive and mislead them, causing them to suppose the design of 
attacking them was entertained when it was not so in reality; but 
the object was to got them to leave their stronghold and come out 
into the open country, without any real lighting taking place, so 
that perhaps an opportunity might be found of getting between 
them and their stronghold, and of thus defeating them. So those 
inhabitants attended to this injunction and complied with the com- 
mand, taking up their weapons of war, and coining against the 
enemy as had been arranged by the Sultan. And accordingly the 
misbelievers came out of their stronghold against them, upon which, 
our people, of their own accord, made a show of taking to flight, 
and the misbelievers pursued them into the plains, in such manner 
that when they came close tip with them, these inhabitants of the 
(Jroat Fortress retired further back in Ihe design of alluring them 
forwards, and wailing for t lie* Sultan to make his appearance. The 
misbelievers did not in the slightest degree detect the stratagem 
or device, bill continued in total ignorance of it until the Commander 
of the believers, ldris (he Pilgrim, marched from the town of 
(ihajawa towards day-dawn, and advanced in the direction of the 
enemy at an accelerated pace, taking the lower road which skirts 
the stronghold and passes between it and when; its inhabitants 
had advanced to. Thus he advanced with that part of his forces 
which he hail (aken with him. So when ho approached near to the 
stronghold, (Ik; people of Ihe (ileal. Fortress beheld the cloud of 
dust and column of black dust; upon which they charged the mis- 
believers wilh great violence, being rejoiced at the arrival of the 
Siillnu. On the oIIut hand, when the sinners saw behind them 
the dust raised by Ihe Snllan in I lie air, they fully and perfectly 
comprehended j| s meaning, and tinned their faces towards the 
stronghold of their safety: but the Sultan with his troops 
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intercepted the road between them and the stronghold, and on 
that day in which God (may His name be glorified) gave the 
victory to the Sultan, not one of Ll|t;m escaped, not even the man 
who, being an atheist, had BomclhncH joined the MiiHlimin, and 
again gone over to the misbelievers, who was named Muliamincd, 
Hon of Maghuwa, who was killed among the last of Inn tribe an he 
was fleeing towards the stronghold. So the Sultan obtained in 
that place a most signal triumph, and the whole army of the 
Muslimin rejoiced exceedingly, returning in the evening to their 
Fortress, which they entered in the beginning of the nightfall. 
Heboid ye then this surprising plan and astonishing stratagem of 
tliia politic prince, this noble monarch ! Neither did our relative 
circumstances alter, by day or by night, until rock or stronghold 
became too much straitened for them ; such were his modes of 
action. 

According to what we have heard narrated by persons worthy 
of credence, the servants of the Sultan who resided in the town of 
the Fortress (Sensenh), people of the tribe of Kerda, bucklci'smcii, 
marching on foot, and not horsemen, used to cover their bodies 
with the leaves of trees, and sit in the path of the misbelievers, 
waiting their passage and approach ; if they were adult men, they 
used to kill them at once, but if women or children, they would 
carry them off, sparing their lives in the design of selling them. 

It is also said, that some of these servants of the Sultan would 
go by night to the town of the misbelievers when they were asleep 
and reposing, so as to take the enemy unawares, and this to a 
degree such that a further residence in those parts became very 
dillicult for them, especially with the scarcity of provisions which 
had fallen upon them ; so that their insides were, like their skins, 
exposed to the effects of our hostilities, through the hunger which 
they suffered. Such was their state, and such their condition, 
until the time came when they were definitively and utterly routed. 

Ami when the year was come in which (jod (may |le be lauded 
and glori(iod) had decreed their expulsion from their stronghold, 
through His assistance and will, the Commander of flu; believers, 
and representative of the Lord of flic universe, bhis the 1'il^iim, 
son of 'All, came up with the whole of his forces, in the same way 
that the polytheists also collected together all their strength to 
oppose him. lie halted at the town of I'edkurii, or near thereto 
and the Muslimin commenced their work of cutting down the trees 
that remained; the enemy came forth to prevent them from doing 
so, but they were not successful in their endeavour. So each day 

Q 2 
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they expended their strength ;ui(l their energies in attempting hoiiic 
now device, but they failed in whatever they undertook. At 
length (hey gathered nil together in n grand council, in which it, 
was deliberated nnd agreed upon to attack the Muslimiii with their 
whole strength by night, when they should he asleep. So when 
the night came nnd people had retired to their couches to sleep, and 
when sound and motion were stilled in the camp, they came u|>on 
the east side of the Muslim array in great numbers, and rushed 
upon them, wounding some of those they encountered. The troops 
stationed in that ipiarler of the camp were soon in motion, hut 
those distributed over the remainder of the encampment did not 
stir, or lake any notice of the enemy's arrival at that hour wherein 
they had expected to obtain a victory over us. When the enemy 
perceived this by a kind of instinct, they turned back, ami in the 
morning were pursued by the Sultan and his troops, who followed 
them up closely. At length the two bodies came in sight of each 
other, and the Musliiiiln charged the enemy, who were routed and 
took to Might without any attempt at a rally, and retired into their 
stronghold. The Sultan then passed through the town of the tribe 
of Dughula, where he put to the sword those who had rebelled 
and acted treacherously. Afterwards the whole of the (Jhafatrt 
people who were in the stronghold, came out therefrom, without 
one remaining behind, and they departed and went over to other 
tribes of the enemy, of their own race, namely, the tribe of Sow- 
Tetalii, among whom they look up their abode, and in whose 
territory they built themselves houses, and dwelt there a short 
time. 

Rut when the rainy season was come, they would make incur- 
sions into the land of Bunifi, in the design of committing depreda- 
tions and making havoc, returning again to the Totala country as 
soon as the rains were over. Such ceased not to be their practice, 
going and coming backwards and forwards between Totala and 
Uurnu. Ah .soon, however, as our Sultan was informed of this 
new feature, In: followed them into the country of the Totala, with 
his forces; and when they oomprehonde< I that the Sultan was not 
likely to leave them undisturbed in that place, they were seized 
with fear, and emigrated as fugitives in a body to Mcnderii,' taking 
up their abode between the country of Mcnderii and that of 
Ghamerkn, in a district named Jtarcra, which they adopted as a 
home and as a stronghold. 

News of these people having established themselves in the 
• Wamlalat 
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nltovo-iiained place, booh reached the oars of the groat king', Hie 
brilliant Iilrls the Pilgrim, hoii of 'All (may (lod giant him honour 
how anil hereafter), he completed his preparations, and marched 
against them with his army, encountered them in the country they 
hail thus cliOHen, anil blew of them in the battle so great a number, 
that none could compute the amount of the killed, unless it be 
(iod himself; after which time, the camping place' of this people 
became of as little consideration as the motes in the air. The Sultan 
returned with his forces to Buniii in safety, laden with spoil, joyful, 
and of good cheer. Those infidels, after this expedition, could not 
rest in any part of the country, but a part of them, the tribe of 
Dug'hfitih, small in numbers, migrated to the land of Kfuiim. 

Thin is what 1 have been able to ascertain relating- to the 
events connected with the tribe of (Jhafala, and no person has kept 
a memoir of what took place between them and our Sultan; for 
which reason we have kept within narrow bounds, mentioning 
only a few circumstances out of a host of facts, according to our 
ability and deficiency. -May abundant thanksgivings be offered 
unto (lod, whose name be extolled, for he is an excellent Lord, and 
a perfect helper. 



CHAPTER II. 



EXPEDITION AGAINST KMSIKA, AND PASSAUK BV MKNPEitA, (ill AMEHKU, 

ANlf MIOKIilll. 

With the permission of (lod (whose name be glorified) we shall 
now turn to the description and relation of the history of the land 
of Eiusika. 1 

The inhabitants of the country of Emsika are not of one single 
tribe, but they are a mixed people, comprising various races. 
They have no permanent prince, but they built a fortress or 
stockade, to the east of the country of Meudera, surrounding the 
same with a long ditch. They then became insolent and oppressive, 
obstinate and self-esteemed, in a high degree, persisting in this 
conduct for a long space of time, neither had it ever entered into the 
mind of niiy man to attempt to destroy the virus of their perversity, 
or even to temper it; and they were never tired or backward in 
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'220 account or isxricnmoNs 

committing injuries upon the people, without end and without 
ceasing'. 

Wo have heard it affirmed by persons of knowledge and 
veracity, that Kighaina, hoii of Ihirzi, and the Sultan 'All, sove- 
reign of Yenilih, used to join together and undertake military 
expeditions in alliance against every country, the inhabitants of 
which were misbelievers, excepting only tlie country of Kmsika. 
They refrained from attacking- this (Country, and were repugnant 
thereto, only by reason of the obstinacy with which the inhabitants 
fought, and because of the difficult nature of their strongholds. 
Such was the degree of power to which this people had formerly 
reached, and which they retained all the days of the Sultan 'All, 
son of Ahmed. 

And when the days of the reign of our Sultan ldrls were come 
(may God, whose name be glorified, grant him honour now and 
hereafter), he was astonished at the position occupied by the 
inhabitants of that country, at their extreme insolence, over- 
bearing, and waywardness. So lie went up against them, with 
the grace of the Universal Benefactor, in company with the 
sovereign of Yemtih, to ascertain their circumstances, their 
stratagems, their mode of warfare, and their refractory spirit. 
So when they had posted themselves in the neighbourhood (»r 
the fortress of that people, fighting ensued between the two 
parties without delay or procrastination. And the battle between 
that people and the Muslimin was very severe, so that they pre- 
vented the latter from reducing their fortress. Ujkhi which, the 
Sultan departed from them at that time, returning with his forces 
to his own country, as did also the sovereign of Yemtih on his 
part, and the matter was allowed by the Sultan to stand over for 
a few years, on account of a scheme which he imagined. 

When the time approached, however, in which God (whose 
name be glorified) had decreed their destruction on the preserved 
tablet of fate, the Sultan ordered his horses to be picketed in the 
spot called Glinka 1 , according to the custom established in the 
country of Glinka, in order to feed them up and fatten them. The 
time being cen'j, they were loosened from their pickets, and parsed 
in review before the Sultan, who caused them to be exercised for a 
few days; after which, he marched from Glinka in God's month of 
Rejcb the solitary, after performing his noon and afternoon prayers, 
lie travelled in the evening in tin; direction of the town of Sedii, 
which is a place of assemblage for (he army, when the bases of the 

1 Kiik:twa? 
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conditions of service arc first agreed upon, lie alighted therein (he 
forenoon of the second day, and remained there two nights, during 
which the whole of his forces were assembled around him from every 
quarter of the country; he marched on the third day, advancing 
towards the misbelieving tribe of Tetfila, and passing in his journey 
near to the people of the town of Tewalih, who were taken by sur- 
prise!, and were all put to death, none escaping but such as were 
absent from the town, or those whose allotted term was notyetcome. 

The Sultan then quilted the regions inhabited by the Tetala and 
marched towards Hinsika, nor did he cease from journeying during 
several days, until Ik; bad reached the town of Kfisa,' and then 
Scnghaya (or Seufeya), near to Kinsika, When the Lord most 
great caused the blight morning to dawn, the Sultan and his army 
moved forwards and arrived at Kinsika in the forenoon, when the 
inhabitants, perceiving the dust raised by (he Musliniin ascending 
towards the sky, mounted on to the roofs of their houses and the 
highest parts of their fortifications, in order to observe what the 
Musliniin were doing, and to report the same. So when our troops 
perceived that the misbelieving polytheists were aware of our 
approach they wished to send their skirmishers against them. The 
Sultan, however, prohibited the execution of this idea, commanding 
them to wait patiently and act with circumspection. He then 
passed on in the direction of the fortress, opposite thereto, and 
going beyond round by the south side of if, halted near the east 
gate, at a distance of about a heat of a horse in exorcise. 

When the Sultan had thus alighted, the whole army unsaddled 
their horses and beasts of burden in that same place, where he and 
they all passed the night until dawn of day. The inhabitants of 
Emsika thereupon added insolence to insolence, and obstinacy to 
obstinacy, and wickedness to wickedness; they commenced shout- 
ing and rejoicing and merry-making, not exhibiting any signs of 
uneasiness at the arrival of the Prince and his army against lliein; 
for. they reposed full confidence in the determination .with which 
they were accustomed to fight, and in the strength of their fortress. 
It is even related that they taunted the Musliniin by saying to 
them: "You are as you were, and we have not changed our original 
qualities; neither side has been subjected to alteration of any kind, 
and nothing shall see the; inside of our castle and fortress, unless 
it bo the birds." Such was the tenor of their addresses to our 
people. 

Later in the day the Commander of the believers came forward 

1 Waza? 
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Inwards the; fe>rtrcss in 11k; de-sign of seriously engaging them ; se> 
they mounted on to their batl.lemicnts, and throw a iiorlcct shower 
of darts and arrows against, ns. Not one of the Muslinon could 
stand up on any side of the fortress without, becoming a mark for 
their arrows, and their hard stones which break men's heads when 
they strike tliein; for the fortress was well filled with people. The 
Sultan then commanded the Muslimiu to fill up the ditch which 
surrounded the place, with the stalks of millet which they cultivate; 
for their food ; and this plan was persevered in with great ardour 
for two or three days. IJut. as soon as the IWiislimin returned to 
their epiarlcrs in I lie evening, the enemy came out. and carried away 
all the stalks that had been thrown into the ditch, so that nothing 
remained. Much time having been thus lost, the Sultan commanded 
the whole army to change its position, and to lake up fresh quarters 
near the fortress on the north side; this they did, and these occur- 
rences took place in (Jod's month of Sha'ban. 

Tin; morning following this change of position, the Muslimin 
came forth in the design of tilling the ditch of the fortress. And 
the trumpet was sounded, and the llute and all kinds of instruments 
of music, in the interior of the place, the inhabitants of which made 
every sort of preparation to combat the Muslimin, exerting them- 
selves to increase their resistance by various tricks and stratagems. 
The first and most formidable of these; consisted in a house in which 
fire was kindled; the second, poisoned arrows; the third, pots 
filled with the excrement of pole-eats; tin; fourth, indurated clay, 
which, when it strikes the head breaks or smashes it; the fifth, 
darts as weapons; the sixth, long spears, such as they alone are 
accustomed to use. These weapons were only a part of their 
means of defence, nor did they relax in their combats night or day ; 
and if any part of their ramparts was damaged on any occasion a 
spear's length, and the Muslimiu tried to obtain entrance; thence inlet 
the fortress and peissessiem eif the same, they would openly repair 
the> etamage with clay in the very fae;es.eif the Muslimin, who were; 
unable; to prevent it. 

In cemscepie'iiere e»f these proce'celings, the Sultan ordered the 
troops te> cut elown senile; tall lre.es, with which to construct three; 
plalfe>rms em the; thre'e sieles around the fortress, so that musketeers 
might mount upon these; and lire in the easiest, ami me>st advantageous 
inanniT upem the; e'liemy occupying the' sinuosities of the ramparts; 
anel this was eleme nceeireling tei his commando. lie next excited 
the troops to fill the; elile-h e)f the; fortress with earth instead e>f 
mille't stalks; this also limy complied with ami pcrforme-el, until 
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they had filled up a good proportion of the ditch with earth, and 
the B]M>t had become a level piece of ground. They then commenced 
demolishing and breaking - down the ramparts themselves with 
hatchets and axes, until they made a considerable breach in the 
wall of the fortress. Tims did they press ami distress the enemy. 
The Commander of the believers, the representative of the 
Lord of the universe;, lilris the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may Cod, 
whose name be glorified, grant him honour in this world and in tin; 
next), was a Prince of sound judgment and possessing great 
sagacity of view. An instance of this was the order he issued to 
the whole; of his army not to l,al((; precedence of (lie musketeers in 
throwing missile weapons, lest their stock of weapons should lie 
expended and they themselves remain unarmed, anil also that, the 
stock of weapons in the possession of the misbelievers should 
become exhausted, and they should remain empty-handed, when 
it would be easy to triumph over them. Results proved the I ruth 
of these considerations ; for the misbelievers commenced to throw 
large quantities of darts and arrows against the Musliniiu, while 
our people occupied themselves diligently with collecting together 
every weapon with which they wen; assailed, and brought them all 
to the Prince. What, numbers there wore of them! Norn; could 
tell the quantity but God (whose; name be gloriliod). 

At length the enemy exhausted their stock of darts, none; 
remaining in their possession; and upon that the misbelievers 
collected together all the blacksmiths who were in the fortress, 
demanding their assistance in the manufacture of darts, and the; 
Muslimln who were; outside of the fortress could hear the din of 
the strokes of the hammers upon the great post (which is under- 
ground, and which is of iron, grafted upon a root,) as the}' forged 
new missiles. They then recommenced shooting at us with these 
new arrows smeared over with clay (for tin; stock of original 
poisoned arrows was exhausted) to frighten the Muslimin and 
make them suppose they were poisoned. 

When the Muslimln, after tilling up the ditch of the fortress, 
commenced breaking down the wall thereof with axes and hatchets, 
they soon threw down a portion of it on the western face, which 
the defenders were not able to repair ; and after a short while they 
demolished an angle, and also destroyed a piece in the middle. 
Upon this, the misbelievers wen; troubled in their minds, lost their 
wits, and remained bewildered and terrified. The day was then waxen 
old, little remained ere it also would fall in ruins, and ultimately, 
the sun set. This was on Saturday, the 'tot li and last day of the 
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month Rha'biin, and, after sunset, the new moon of Kamazan was 
descried, being neon from (hat. very place. The S11lln.11, therefore, 
performed his sunset prayer in that Hpot, and felt a disinclination 
to retire from thence ; lie, therefore, pave orders for a tent to ho 
erected, saying lie would pass the night, in the midst of his troops. 
Ho also commanded the big drum to be struck at different times, 
so as to alarm the misbelievers; and (bid sent groat fear upon 
their hearts, and exceeding timidity. They were seized with 
trembling and agitation, and in that moonless night they lied from 
the fortress, being pursued by the Muslimin, who slew their men, 
and made captives of their women and children, using all diligence 
and making every effort, without sloth or delay, so that tint few of 
( he misbelievers escaped. The M iislimin afterwards returned in the 
middle of the night in safely, with much booty, victorious and 
rejoicing; no one having been hurt among them, excepting only 
one man, known as Ejiyoina, son of Kelt, who fell a martyr to the 
cause of religion in some part of the night (may God grant him His 
pardoning grace). 

The Musliniin then passed the night, in the intention of 
observing the fast on the morrow. And when the day broke, the 
prince commanded his people to cut down the trees that were 
within the fortress; which they did, leaving not one. Many of the 
enemy were killed inside the fortress, more than could be counted, 
bo that the stench of the slain and of the carcasses was very 
grievous to our people in our camp. The Sultan then commanded 
his troops to collect all the adult male captives of the misbelievers 
into on<! place, and when they were so collected, he ordered them 
to be slaughtered by his Kurdish servants, who performed his 
bidding, so that not one was left alive. 

The Sultan then gave permission, by beat of drum, for the 
return homewards. He broke up his camp and led his troops 
from Einsika after the news and the fame of all the particulars 
relating to this expedition had been spread abroad and reported, 
concerning what hud happened to those rebellious, sinful, obstinate, 
and perverse wretches, so that tidings of the same reached the 
four points of the compass, and the dwellers far and near became 
acquainted with the facts, and recognized the prowess of our 
active monarch. The inhabitants of every quarter came out to 
meet him, bringing many presents, and giving assurances of respect 
and submission, wherever they were, and wherever they dwelt, 
when he destroyed (hat fortress which had resisted every one 
before him, and when lie gained possession (hereof, and made it as 
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tlic dust scattered abroad. And tlicj' who brought these presents, 
did not cease to pay tribute, according to ancient custom, every 
year, and they added obedience to obedience, while the JYIusliiiiin 
who were present hud full cognizance of every thing which we 
have here related. 

This is what has come to our knowledge in relation to the town 
of Einsika and our great Sultan, ldris the 1'ilgriin (to whom may 
God grant honour now and hereafter). We are not able to relate 
the whole of his acts towards them, by reason of our deficiencies 
and incapacity, as we have previously expressed to you, so as not 
to require repetition, which breeds repugnance. 

When our Sultan, the Commander of (he believers, hlris the 
Pilgrim, son of 'All (may Cod giant him honour now and hereafter), 
took his departure from Kmsikil with his forces, lie took the road 
towards the west, in the design of coming upon his enemies in 
(ihamerkn. He did not, however, divulge this to the army, but 
conlined it within his own breast, the supposition of the Muslimin 
being that he intended to return to Hnriiii, without any different 
idea occurring to them. They advanced then in this fashion ; and 
when they had passed by ftlendera, he marched secretly in a moon- 
less night with his forces, at a rapid pace, arriving thus at Hchwfi 
of OhaiuerkQ, taking the inhabitants by surprise. He put them to 
the sword, making their families captive, without its being known 
how many were killed of the enemy or were made captive of their 
families, unless it be by God (whose name be glorified). 

According to what we have heard from persons whose word 
can be relied on, no one had ever made war on Chaincrkii, neither 
the Sultan of Yemtih, nor the Sultan of Magheyh, nor the Sultan 
of Mendera, nor any one else, openly ; but only such as held that 
people a secret grudge and acted by stealth in the hope of taking 
them unawares. If it was known that they had obtained intelli- 
gence of the design, and were prepared, the invader would retire 
in (light to the place from whence he had come, so that they should 
not overtake him and subject him to harm. These were the rela- 
tions subsisting between the whole race of Sultans and the country 
of Ghaiiierku. In fact, according to what has been related to us 
concerning them, the falcon never pounces upon tin; clucks of the 
hens of Ghamerku, from fear of the great, numbers of (he inhabit- 
ants, anil of their poisoned arrows ; thus have we heard people 
express their opinions. 

When our Sultan, ldris the Pilgrim (may Cod grant him honour 
now and hereafter), halted in the forenoon with the forces of the 
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Muslimin, they look no notice of the valorous hearing mid groat 
numbers or the inhabitants of (ihaincrkii, but they napped there, 
passed the night there, anil inarched on the second day in search of 
them, without a Kindle one of tliein being soon, those misbelievers 
having taken to Might in order to Rave their lives, leaving empty 
and desert their populous towns. 

The .Sultan (hen marched in the direction of the country of 
Morghi, 1 swerving therefrom afterwards, and taking I lie direction 
of Bui nil, until he reached the great, city of Burni-Delii, when the 
whole army dispersed to their homes in joy and hilarity with the 
spoils and booty which they had been able to acquire. 



CJI1APTKU 111. 

EXPEDITION AUAINST KUNIJ, OK KUNUH. 

It is proper that we should now cuter upon the relation of the 
affairs of the country of Kfiiiu, with the permission of Him who, 
when lie wills a matter, and says: " Be," it is. 

When the inhabitants of the country of Kitnuli* intended to 
deceive, circumvent, and act treacherously towards the land of 
Burnii, they invented a new thing which had not existed in the 
days of their fathers and forefathers of old; they built also in their 
country many fortresses; namely, one at the town of Kcrzii, one 
at the town of Kchncsonh, a third at the town of JMejiyah, a fourth 
at the town of Kklnya, a tilth was the fortress called Dulflh, the 
sixth the fortress named' Hwezakih, the seventh the fortress known 
as lOjyajiya, the eighth, as Sa'iyii, the ninth, the great fortress 
called I'YIeki or (G'lialeki), with others besides, the names of which 
are not known ; also one of them was the castle called Key. 

Upon this our Prince, the Commander of the believers, Idris the 
Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God grant him honour here and hereafter), 
gave orders for the trees to be cut down in the country of Key. 
This was carried out with a linn intention and a singleness of 
purpose, as were those said fortresses demolished. It was 
brought about by reason of the evil design conceived by the 
inhabitants of Kunnh, of the wickedness they committed, when 
they imagined deceit against (he land of Burnii, and built the 
1 MnrghU * Variant. 
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fortresses mentioned above, anil hud made incursions into the 
land of liumn, llccing into the nearest of these their strongholds 
with what they had plundered from the Muslimiii, and secreting- 
themselves with tlieir booty lie I ore, they eoidd Ik: reached by their 
pursuers from among- the people of Uurnu, who would then return 
without having' come up with them. Such was the mode of their 
treachery in all the quartern of the i\ I unlit i fin, going lo and fro 
between the two countries, without tiring and without intermission. 
And when our great Sultan ldris the Pilgrim became aware of 
their evil deeds, their deceit, ami the crookedness of their counsels, 
he imagined a salutary scheme for the demolition of the whole of 
their fortresses, upon which he consulted with his warriors, who 
approved the plan, lie therefore commanded them to make them- 
selves reaily, and they made provision of axes, hatchets, and all 
kinds of instruments for culling and demolishing-; alter which, 
they set out towards Kunuh, and the lirst of their acts there was 
the demolition of the fortress of Mejiya. 

When the Sultan and the Musliiuin approached their country, 
they commenced a desultory kind of warfare against, us with 
arrows and darts, which they discharged in great numbers, so that 
serious combats look place between them ami the Musliiuin. After 
that the Sultan ordered the musketeers to lire a volley upon them all 
together, which was done with alacrity and in full obedience. This 
caused them to fall back from us in confusion, and at nightfall they 
lied into the desert, pursued by the Musliiuin warriors, who found 
much booty and many of the enemy who were weak and infirm. 
After securing' their booty, our people returned to the fortress, and 
demolished it; so that Mejiya became as the surface of the ground 
and as an empty plain. And on their return they perceived within 
the precincts of the fortress many of the: slain, both man and beast, 
lying" about; and the Sultan gave orders lo inarch onwards to some 
other fortress, giving the signal for moving by beat of drum. They 
therefore marched, and advanced against each of the fortresses, the 
names of which we have already given in a preceding page. They 
found the whole deserted, without a single inhabitant, who had 
dispersed in all directions so soon as news reached them of the late 
of the town of Mejiya, and of what had happened lo it at, the hands 
of the Musliiuin. Our people set about demolishing tho.^e fortresses, 
and they utterly destroyed them, so that not, one was left, in the 
laud of Kunuh. 

Then were the Musliiuin, people of the country of Huiuii, 
overwhelmed with joy and gladness, inasmuch as <iod (may His 
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name 1)0 glorified) li:i.«l enabled them l;o destroy the remainder of 
those fortroHW'H without lighting, without difficulty, without troiil>lc. 
Ami there remained none of the new fortresses which had hecn 
called into existence in the view of treachery and for strategical 
considerations. On the contrary, they had all become like the dust 
raised into the air, or like yesterday, which is past and gone. The 
fortress of Dela alone remained ; and there descended upon the 
people of KiiiiiiIi a deep grief and an intense sorrow, such that God 
only (may His name l>e glorified) knows and estimates, the Lord of 
praise, the God of Majesty. After this the people of Burnii carried 
several times military incursions into that country, one of which 
is known as the expedition of Mcjefni. 

This is what we had to say respecting our Sultan, Idris the 
Pilgrim, sou or 'All, and what happened between him and the 
inhabitants of Kunuli, according to what we had understood with 
our imperfect mind and bewildered intellect. May God grant him 
honour here and hereafter; He it is who hearkens unto our requests, 
and fulfils our petitions. 



CHAPTER IV. 

EXPEDITION AOAINST THE HBIt KICKS CAU.EI> TBWAItlK. 

We now proceed to relate what occurred between our Sultan and 
the Towiirik, who make war on the agriculturist, the depredators, 
the thieves, who act perfidiously towards the Miislimin, committing 
havoc in the land, and will not mend their ways, attacking them by 
night and by day, without intermission. We will also recount the 
method by which he proceeded to put a stop to their depredations, 
and to prevent their artifices, their stratagems, and their obstinate 
opposition, until he had cast them into the ditch of contrition, and 
given rest to the Miislimin under the shallow of ease and security. 

Our Sultan ldris, the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may God grant him 
honour now and hereafter), led in person three military expe- 
ditions against the Towiirik ; and his Lord (whose name be glorified) 
gave him power to slay his enemies, besides the expeditions of his 
chiefs, his leaders, and his people (if the tribe of Kclewilih, and 
others; so that, after his expeditions, the tribe of the Herbers 
became submissive to him, and sought after his justice. 



CONDUCTED DY THIS SULTAN OF UUKNU. 22!) 

Of these three expeditions which wo have named, the first is 
called the cx|>oclition of Siktcla, or ltutrtH ; the second, the expu- 
ilitioa of Denkir, or 'I'orghifa; anil the third, the expedition between 
the town of Ehir 1 and the town of Tiidus. 

When our Sultan went forth in full preparation for the expe- 
dition of Sektcla, the inhabitants of that place took flight to the 
deserts, witli their women, their children, and their properly. The 
Sultan followed on their tracks, came up with them towards 
evening, a little before sunset, and put to death there nine persons 
of the chief among' the combatants of renown. And according- to 
the information given to us, these nine were of the boldest ami 
most zealous among them, men who would not (lee from any 
mortal creature, who swore so before God, that so long as Ihoy 
had life they would not go away. Thus was it related to us in the 
news brought by the people, both before and after their slaughter; 
but, in spite of this, God (whose name bo glorified) struck them, 
in his grace and favour, with extreme fear and exceeding cowardice, 
when our Sultan marched against them; 60 that they lied from 
their country. This, however, helped them not; for they perished 
in one place, without a survivor, and they became like unto nine of 
the people of the prophet Sulili (upon whom be peace), of whom 
God (whose name be glorified) makes mention in His sacred Scrip- 
ture. So, having slain these men, he took captive their women, 
their children, and their properly, returning therewith to ISiiruu 
with his army in safely, laden with spoil, victorious, and rejoicing. 
The chieftains and the guards became rich witli what they received 
from the Sultan out of the fifth of the spoils. 

In his expedition against the inhabitants of Denkir, he inarched 
against them, after the necessary preparations, from the town of 
Kuliya or Leslera, and reached their station in two days' journey; 
coining upon them in the day time, in the middle of the forenoon. 
They drew up in battle array with their bucklers, and the Muslimiii 
charged them vigorously on both Hanks, right and left, so that 
1 1 icy broke through tin: middle of their lino and penetrated to their 
rear; which, when the enemy saw it, caused them to fall into con- 
fusion and take to llight, pursued by the Muslim troops, who slew 
then) and overthrew them with their weapons, until none could tell 
the amount of their slain, save God (whose name be glorified). No 
loss befell the Muslimiii in this action except one 111:111. a Tint;, 
named 'Ali-Ghar, who was killed. 

Alter this, the great Sultan Ithis, I he Pilgrim (may tio<l giant 

1 Air? 
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him honour now and hereafter), tin nod on one Hide, and hailed for 
napping tiino about tin; period when i.lio Run makes no change in 
tins lengths of the shadows of objects, with the booty which had 
fallen into his hands, victorious and happy, successful and pleased, 
lie divided this s|Kiil in the midst of the enemy's country, as a 
taunt and insult to them, as a wound to their pride and arrogance, 
and in order to give more speedy causes of rejoicing to the hearts 
of tins Musluuin, as is recommended in passages of holy writ, to 
which it, is needless to make more direct allusion, or to cite tcxtually. 
The s:iid our Sultan walked in the clear and manifest path indicated 
in scripture, in the acts of the prophet, and in the doctrines of the 
learned divines, in all that he did and in all that he undertook, 
never departing from one of those three guides, or forsaking them, 
or tinning away his face from following them; this is known to 
those who were familiar with him, and is not unknown to the 
author, who was one of his contemporaries. Among other things 
indicative of his virtue may be cited the works which he instituted 
in his reign by building mosques of clay, whereas before his time 
they used to be constructed of reeds, lie took this circumstance 
into his serious consideration, and became convinced that it would 
bo preferable and more proper to effect this change ; so he caused 
the whole of the mosques to be pulled down which had been built 
in the city of Hiirnii, and rebuilt them of clay, being persuaded as 
Iks was of the facilities which attend upon religion, as is declared 
in the scripture, ami in the sayings of the prophet; neither did he 
seek in thesis actions for any other thing than the all-sullicient 
reward promised by the Lord of glory, whose name be extolled, 
and whose command be exalted. 

Another of the eircunistanees which shed lustre on his reign, is 
the plan Ins carried into execution in the question of large-sized 
ships, witli a view to advance (lie prosperity of the Muslimin, and 
facilitate their passing this lakes and rivers in a short space of time 
and with complete ease and comfort. .In days of yore, these ships 
consisted in trunks of trees hollowed out, such as are used by 
cattle-drovers as troughs for watering their cattle, and in the 
barbarous idiom <>r Huriifi were named " ijhafia." Whenever the 
ruler of the day had occasion to pass a river or hike with his troops, 
he never could accomplish it under two or three days, even though 
(Ins sailors and shipiucn should exert themselves to the utmost of 
their strength and power. I'ul when tins days of the reign of our 
Sultan Idris the Pilgrim were conns (may (Jod grant him honour 
now and hereafter), he abandoned those trunks of trees, and con- 
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struetod largo-sized vessels, so that the people could cross the 
water with groat celerity, while each single vessel, too, was capable 
of taking on board a great number of (lemons. 

Again, he organized and prepared, for the better execution of 
the duties of his troops and gallant warriors, a number of camels 
both for riding and for carrying burthens, whether of provisions, 
or the necessaries of the soldiers, so that the fatigues of the march 
should be made lighter to them. In former days, the bulk of the 
cattle used in warfare and in military expeditions, was composed of 
oxen, geldings, mules, and donkeys, none of the people at that 
time making use of any great number of camels for carrying 
burdens. For this cause, they used to suffer very much on their 
march while crossing arid tracts where water was not to be found. 
When, therefore!, our Sultan, ldiis the Pilgrim, sou of 'All (may the 
Lord of goodness grant him honour now and hereafter), succeeded 
to the sovereignty, Iks ordered the chiefs, leaders, and guards, with 
all who had the ability, to buy camels, so as to diminish the incon- 
veniences of marches and journeys, which are at best but varieties 
of vexation and trouble, as is stated in our standard moralists. 
This arrangement was one of the justest of his perceptions and 
one of the most advantageous of his plans and inventions; had it 
not been for this, it never would have been possible for the chieftains 
to march to the tow"n of Agrem, or to the towns of the regions of 
Durkuh. 

The wonderful actions of our Sultan, similar to these which we 
have related hen;, are very numerous; we have restricted ourselves 
to mentioning a few, omitting the greater part, so as not to bo 
prolix and not to cause todiousnoss. I'eople of judgment who arc 
in possession of a knowledge of the facts, are cognizant of the 
truth that beyond this pool there is an extensive ocean. 

We will return now to what remains to be related of our 
original theme, the wars against the Herbert), and proceed to 
mention that our Sultan, Idiis the I'ilgrim, son of 'All, inarched 
from the town of Klrobissa, of Kutussih, towards the country of 
the Berbers, in person, with his army, until he had passed beyond 
the town of Uhainarmah, using all diligence by the way, with 
determination and caution. lie came up with the greater purl, of 
the inhabitants -of Khir 1 in extensive cornfields between the town 
of Tedessa and the town of Ehir; and he slew the men even to 
the last, so that not one of them escaped, except those whose fate 
was not yet sealed, lie then turned bad;, and inarched until he 

1 Airl 
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baited at the town of Zibcdii, from whence he proceeded to the 
town of Sussiibfiki 1 , remaining there a few days, and returning 
from thence to the town of Muniyil,' and to the town of Kiliri, 
wlierc also lie remained a few days, and then returned to the 
country of Burnu, the whole of these events occurring in one and 
the same year. 

However, the Tewiirik people had come, before the occurrence 
of these events, with their assembly of the Tclazz tribe and others, 
in great numbers, demanding of our Sultan that he should march 
out against them to battle. So when our Sultan heard of their 
assembling, he being then encamped in the town of Kessimbu, he 
refused to go out against them in person, by reason of his light 
estimation of them, and in order to show how trilling and despicable 
he considered them. He therefore kept quiet himself in that town, 
and appointed his chief Vczir Knrsu, as Captain over the Muslim 
host, ordering him to go forth against them. The meeting of the 
two forces was immediate, for they and the Berbers met each other 
in the place called A glial wa, the fires of war becoming kindled, and 
the Tcwarik displaying against the Muslimin considerable firmness 
for a short time, after which they turned their faces and (led in 
disorder, pursued by the forces of the Muslimin, who slew great 
numbers of them. No one knows the number of those slain, save 
(<od alone (may His name be exalted), while none of the Muslimin 
were killed, excepting one servitor alone, whose name was Nasr, 
son of Seleki. The Muslimin took great quantities of spoil, con- 
sisting in camels, slaves, weapons of war, &e., with which they 
were exceedingly pleased. While they were yet staying in that 
spot with all these acquisitions, their Prince made his appearance 
among them, and found (hem triumphant and rejoicing. 

After this, the Sultan commanded that every inhabitant of the 
country, whether of the tribe of Ketitih, or others, should make 
incursions against the lands of the Berbers, at all seasons, by night 
as well as by day, until they should depart from the dominions of 
Burnfi, and go far away into the most distant wildernesses. So 
when the people heard these injunctions of the Sultan, they set, 
with all their might and main, about the execution thereof, by 
carrying on forays against the Berbers, morning, noon, and night; 
so that, by reason of their multiplied expeditions they drove them 
out entirely, and expelled them to remote parts; insomuch that 
extreme misery and privation befell them and their property, and 
(hey were forced to beg that war should cease between them and 
' Unkll ' Muniyi). 
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the Muslimln, never to happen again. Thus, by reason of their 
losing their pasture-grounds, and suffering various kinds of evil, 
they were brought to demand peace of the Sultan in the most 
humble and abject manner, in order that their cattle should not 
be totally destroyed, and they themselves perish in consequence. 
Peace was therefore concluded between him and them, and per- 
mission was granted to them to return to the parts of the country 
from which they had boon driven. This course was adopted by the 
Sultan in compliance witli what is inculcated in the Scripture, the 
word of which is truth and justice, and in reliance upon the God 
of all created beings. The Herber shepherds became thus obedient 
and submissive subjects of the Sultan, paying no attention to the 
lord of Ehir, 1 or earing anything about him ; on the contrary, 
they contracted allegiance to the Sultan, and abandoned that of 
the lord of Ehir completely. This is what remains in our recol- 
lection of the events which occurred between our Sultan and the 
Berbers. From God (whose name be exalted) comes all success, 
and He it is who vouchsafes unto us our companions. 



CHAPTER V. 



OF MKNDKKA, 5 THE VARIOUS MARAUDING TUIUKS OK (illlZIM, 1 
THE 'JTtlllB OF TKTAI.A, TUB TOWNS OF KU8UU AND SKB1SU UTUII, 
ELAU11SA, (JIIAZB/.UII, &.O. 

Pass we now on to the relation of what concerns the ruler of 
Merghi-Magheyh. 6 The ruler of Merghi, who was named Edweh, 
had been accustomed to follow our Sultan in all his military 
expeditions, in the same manner as the chieftains of our land of 
liuiuii. Upon this footing were we with him a certain inconsiderable 
time, after which he became refractory, and retailed, showing a 
haughty and self-suflicicnt spirit, utterly refraining from following 
the Sultan. As often as the Sultan required his attendance, so 
often did he persevere in his refusal ; whereupon the Sultan set 
out in quest of him, and marched to Kufsih, to the rocks called 
llajar-Mitkuh, and to those called Ilajar-llmndi, where he found 

i Air! = Mar»lii. ' Wamlalal 

' NgiiBhimi? ' Molghoyl 
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the chief wife of the ruler, named Kuitihu, and everything that flhc 
had will) her of Hie nature of abundant stores of provisions. 
After that, the great King, ldris the Pilgrim, turned back again, 
having thus cut up Hie root of the ploltings and designs of the 
rider, and look up his abode in the ancient city. The ruler of 
Morghi then came to the city of Purni, and entered into the 
presence, and sat down opposite Hie Sultan in a kneeling position, 
mid recumbent, casting earl.li upon his head with hift two hands 
together, humbling himself and exhibiting signs of penitence. 

Similar to this was what our Sullan did to I he usurping prince 
of iMendeiii, when he drove out and dethroned his nephew, the 
son of his own brother, expelling him from the country. The 
dethroned and expelled prince came to our Sultan for shelter 
and protection, imploring aid and assistance against his uncle, 
the unjust one, who had strip!, him of bis sovereignly, invested 
himself with the purple, and seated himself on the throne ; this 
assistance being a carrying out of the last wishes of the hither 
conveyed to our Sultan while he yet lived, and a performance of 
the same now that he was dead. 

The source of this mailer, according as we have been able to 
collect, it from reliable narrations, was as follows: This dis- 
possessed Prince of Mendera, who came to our Sultan praying for 
assistance, had been left, by his father, while yet alive, under the 
protection or our Sullan, because he feared that, after his death, his 
brother, the son of his father, with his adherents, would humiliate 
the youth. This guardianship was accepted by our Sultan, and 
when Hie anticipated evil treatment of (he youth occurred, and he 
applied to our Sullan for assistance, the monarch set out in person, 
after completing his preparatives, with his troops, and inarched to 
the great town of Kiriiwa; and when the inhabitants thereof saw 
the array of the Muslimin approaching against them in broad day- 
light, they lied with the unjust usurper, their chief, to the great 
and extensive rocks which lie westward from Kirawa, and ascended 
to the summit of the same, so that the army of the Muslimin were 
not able to attack them, or even to come near them, by reason of 
I heir thus sheltering themselves. The Sullan returned, therefore, 
to his own city. 

Put, when a year had revolved and the following season was 
come, he set out again with his forces in search of the usurper and 
his parly, whom he found on (Ik? summits of the same mountains 
as in the year preceding. Then it was that our Sullan, ldris I be Pil- 
grim, conceived an admirable project, and resolved upon establishing 
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himself by the side of the mountain for a long space of time, so that 
the enemy should he made to feel the dire effects of famine and 
other sufferings. As soon as this project became evident to the 
besieged, they were terrified, and came down from the tops of the 
rocks to the plain, and presented themselves before him. His heart 
then relented and his wrath was appeased, when he saw that Cod 
had fulfilled his desire, and had increased unto him J lis favour and 
His manifold benefits. The Muslimin, too, were very much rejoiced 
at this success, and they restored the dispossessed Prince to the 
throne of his kingdom. 

Heboid, then, my brethren, what this Sultan, our Sultan, Idris 
the Pilgrim, did on this occasion ; how he carried out (he dying 
request of a misbeliever after his death. Ucmark also his actions 
in respect of the Muslimin, upon whom he bestows his munificence 
and his liberalities, equally upon all, without departing from what 
is just, in the case of any one of them, or preferring one person 
over the others; on the contrary, he treats them all with equal 
goodness, so that none can calculate that such a one is more iti 
favour with the prince than himself. These are the customs and the 
acts of our Sultan on all occasions and in every instance. May Cod 
establish his kingdom in his children and his children's children till 
the last trump shall sound, and grant him honour now and hereafter 
with joy and gladness as his companions. 

We have already related in a former part of this work our 
Sultan's marching, during a single campaign, against several places 
in the country of Ohainerghu, and in the country of Mcrghi, the 
country of Kufsa, the country of Milkuh, and the country of 
Jluindih, in quest of the ruler of Merghi. lie did this only in 
order to distress that prince in the place of Ifis sojourn, and force 
him to return to himself when longer resistance would be productive 
of increased suffering. We have now, therefore, to relate tho 
matter concerning Chamzena and the inhabitants of the town of 
Makulma, with those of the town of Dura', of tin; tribe of Chizini, 1 
who, when the number of their horses was increased, used to 
transgress all bounds and commit all kinds of excesses, carrying 
their depredations into the surrounding parts, and their marauding 
expeditions against the peasantry. Such was their custom in days 
gone by, and latterly they made no distinction between one person 
and another, but included all in one common exposure to their 
inroads. 

When the Commander of the believers learnt this state of things, 
1 Dura. " NuiixkuuiI 
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by the rumours spread abroad concerning their evil practices, he 
inarched against them with his numerous forces fully equipped, at 
the season when (heir corn had attained itfl full height, and the 
troops cut down the whole of their corn, without sparing any; 
heither did the Sultan desist from devastating the whole of their 
crops, even the millet and the sesame, until several years had 
passed away in this manner, he often destroying in one day on his 
arrival in their country what it had cost them a long while to 
prepare and cultivate. There is no injury that can be indicted 
upon an enemy that is more severely felt than the destruction of 
his cornfields ; and for this reason the Sultan invented that mode 
of annoyance hy the exercise of his great sagacity. 

Among other things that have come to our knowledge in con- 
nection with this subject is the following : — The Vc/.ir Kursu, son 
of llarfin, went forth with a numerous and sufficient army against 
the town of Mukulum, which ho surrounded in a moonless night, 
slaying many of the inhabitants, carrying others away captive, and 
returning home after having thus indicted upon that place a calamity 
greater than can be described by the pen of the historian. In spite of 
this, however, they would not be admonished, even as they refused 
to be admonished by the yearly destruction of their means of 
sustenance, which was indicted upon them without intermission and 
without fail. Jbit when the Sultan increased unto them the 
calamities which it was customary with him to inflict, by adding 
thereto the terror of military expeditions against them, they 
humbled themselves and submitted, acknowledging themselves anew 
his obedient subjects, who contribute every year a fixed quantity 
of corn. 

These arc the various points of information which we have 
gathered up concerning the history of the above-mentioned people 
of Ghiziin, as the facts occurred in the days of the reign of our 
Sovereign, Idrls the Pilgrim, to whom may God grant honour now 
and hereafter, for to God belongs the granting of the means of all 
true success. 

We shall now enter upon the relation of the occurrences which 
happened to the tribes of Ghizim, inhabitants of the west, and 
known by the name of Kinsiwa. According to information which 
we have obtained, the hostile tril>c of GlnV.im which goes by the 
name of Blniiwa, is more relentless than the inhabitants of Gham- 
zena, than the inhabitants of Makuhun, than the inhabitants of 
DaurH, 1 and others, by reason of their frequent intercourse with 

1 Dora or Da«ia f 
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the Muslimln, and by reason of the inveteracy of their daring to 
commit depredations in the land ; also from the fact that they arc 
personally acquainted with the whole country, and have no need of 
Bpies and intelligencers. If they determine upon taking their 
midday nap or their night's repose in the vicinity of a village 
belonging to the Muslimiu, they do so wherever they may chance 
to be, caring for nobody, when, on the other hand, they resolve 
to start from any place after having rested themselves from the 
heat of the day, or after a night's repose, whether in a body, or 
in scattered order, they call for their chief whom they have 
appointed over themselves to lead them to sin and wickedness, 
they make him accompany them, and they march with him through 
the land of Burnu. 

According to what we have heard related on the subject of 
their doings in the time of the reign of the Sultan 'Abdu-'llah, son 
of Duuma, their chief, named Ghana u, used to follow the tribe 
of Fcliitiyya, his troops forming part of their array, and they 
used to issue publicly and by day from the town of Ghamzafor 
the purpose of pillage, travelling towards the west, and afterwards 
return to that town without fear for the consequences. In those 
days, the King, sovereign of Burnu, used to live in the town of 
Kitla, the governor of which was named Kuluyina-Duna, son of 
lliirun, who ruled at that lime over the part which lies to the north 
of the sea (river?), while Fukuina-'Abdu-'llah, son of Fukuina, 
governed the southern part as lieutenant for the Sultan. Each of 
these governors ruled his own district, but the Binilwa people 
cared not the least for cither of them. They harassed the 
inhabitants of the land to such a degree that at last these latter 
dared not travel on the roads, and all communication was inter- 
rupted between Burnu and the town of I'Yighih, 1 no person being 
able to journey from east to west, or in the contrary direction. 
When any one wished to travel in either of those directions, he 
was obliged to make a great circuit towards the north, and so gain 
in an indirect manner the place to which he was travelling. These 
were the circumstances to which travellers were exposed, whether 
merchants or others, and whether in small or in large bodies, so 
long as the excess of these depredations lasted on the part of the 
Biniiwa people; there was no possibility for the Muslimln to travel 
by the high road, until the time came when our Sultan, ldris the 
Pilgrim, succeeded to the throne (may his Lord grant him honour, 
and facilitate unto him the objects of his endeavour). 

' Fikal 
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When this prince succeeded to the supreme command over (lie 
kingdom of Iturnu, very little lime elapsed before Hie chief of the 
tribe, named (thnnirn, came and made his submission, .ami embraced 
(lie fiiilli of Islam at bis hands. After him, the individual named 
Nasr, and suniamed Bulul, embraced Islamism also, with a few of 
his family. The greater proportion of the Blniiwa people would 
not, however, embrace Hie faith, because they were in fear of being 
made to feel (he ill effects of their former misdemeanours and their 
recent evil acts. The above-mentioned (ihamrfi, their chief, died 
not long afler his conversion ; but Nasr, surnamed IJulot, came to 
(he chief Vex.ir Kursii, and remained attached to his suile, as (he 
good fruils of his conversion. Uaving (bus been enrolled among 
(ho household and social circle of the Ve/.Ir, he was consulted as to 
the best stratagem by which victory and success might, be achieved 
over the Blniiwa people, who continued to persist in their sin and 
rebellion. Now when he heard this address from the Vezlr, he was 
struck with amazement, and turning towards him, said: "How 
can you consult mc on that point, who am of the tribe of (ihizini, 
and thou- also art of the same? This matter is a trifle, a thing of 
no account, if God (whose name be exalted) so will it." So (hey 
agreed to go forth ; and they went forth, the Vezir and the afore- 
mentioned Nasr, and halted in a place where there were trees and 
plants. From thence they sent to collect the people of the tribe of 
Biniiwa who were scattered over the plain occupied in committing 
depredations; and every one who came to them was made to swear 
true and sincere allegiance, taking his oath upon the sacred book in 
the usual form, so soon as his sincerity was attested by acts indica- 
tive of (he same. In the case of those who were doubted, mildness 
ami consideration were employed, until they entered the path of 
salvation. Such was the plan he put into operation in the case of 
this tribe, and from that time forth the whole of the; inimical tribe 
of JJlnawa abstained from the commission of sin and wickedness, 
even to the individual named Kersoskuh. 1 . Righteousness and good 
conduct were exhibited by the whole of them, while some became 
champions of (he faith, and others merchants, so that tJod (whose 
name be extolled) again made (he roads safe between the east and 
the west, and every oik; was enabled to travel by the high road, 
without swerving (herefrom, or having to make long and trouble- 
some circuits. These circumstances are what we know of the 
matters relating to (he tribe of Biniiwa, as far as we are able to 
describe or to recollect (hem, (Jod is our refuge, and a present help 

ill trouble- ' Q.v. Krnnc.iitco? 
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Among the moat remarkable enterprises of our Sultan ldrls Hie 
Pilgrim, was what ho performed in the destruction of the four 
fortresses, or towns of ftliiwa, Aghain, Hani, and (jhajainhuna, 1 
each of •which was strongly fortified, and inhabited by people of the 
tribe of Glii/.iin. These people acted rebclliously and obstinately, 
walking in the ways of perversity, wickedness, and exceeding 
mischief. They put their trust in two things ; firstly, the great 
numbers of . the men of their tribe who shot poisoned arrows; and 
lastly, the strength of their fortresses. Those two things were 
their incentives to act rebelliously and as enemies, even as was the 
case in days of old with I Ik; misbelievers their predecessors, as is 
notorious to all who have eyes wherewith to see and behold. 

Now, when our Sultan, bins the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may his 
Lord grant him honour), became aware of their rebellion and 
wickedness, he made up his mind to march to the town of Miiwa 
after performing the prayer of the Feast* in the town of MukulCi. 
The reason why the prayer of the Feast was performed in that 
town, was that the Sultan had remained as long as God willed in 
the town of Kessimwa, marching from thence with his forces, and 
halting in the town of Clhayewa; when (Jod caused the next 
morning to appear, he inarched with his troops and hailed at 
Kebluwa, and he continued journeying towards the south until he 
halted at Morkuba, where he passed two or three days, lie then 
marched from thence and journeyed until he halted at the town of 
])TsI, from whence he passed on to ftlewa, where he halted, and then 
journeyed to the town of (ihaja-tJhajima; neither did he cease to 
advance until he reached the town of Fika, where he encamped. 
In this journey, the Sultan ldrls the Pilgrim visited the natural 
curiosity of the waters called by the name of Jinjiua, after passing 
beyond Fika. lie returned from thence in the direction of Sodih, 
which place he reached in a few days, and led his troops against it. 
They found a great booty and a sulliciency of spoil; and from 
thence he led the troops towards tin; north, arriving at Dhara, 
Flmlfi, (ihain/.ana, and Mukuluni. Hero Ik; encamped with his 
troops for tin; space of the mouth of Kama/an the great in 
worthiness, and remained in this town, organizing predatory and 
kidnapping excursions, until the month was finished, anil the 
services of the Feast were performed. This is the reason why lie 
performed the services of the Feast, in that town. 

Return we now to our original purpose of relating one of the 

1 Cnjclial 
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transactions of our Sultan with tlic tribe of Ghizim. So noon aa 
our Sultan IdrtB tlic Pilgrim had performed the prayer of the Feast 
in that town, lie tarried there no longer, but Ret out with his 
troopH for the town of Mawa, after sending to Hurnu whatever he 
had chanced to seize in the shape of booty. lie travelled the 
whole of one day and halted on the plain, so that we reached the 
town of Mfiwa with him in the middle of the forenoon on the 
day following. And as soon as the tribe drew near to «B from 
their fortress, they began at once to engage our troops in fight, 
without shewing any fear of ns, by reason of their being in 
ignorance of our qualities, and of their linn reliance upon their 
fortress. Had they clearly known what sort of enterprises we 
were in the habit of carrying out, they would never have ventured 
out of their stronghold. So the Mnsliiniu met them in the fight 
which they had commenced, and the two armies were mingled, our 
troops shooting at them with darls and arrows without inter- 
mission : and pressing them by showering missiles upon them 
without rest or interval. Our troops behaved with the firmness of 
fidelity, and our musketeers began to pour in their volleys upon them, 
firing altogether, paying no attention to their courage or fierceness. 
When the enemy perceived this, they fled in haste towards their 
fortress, pursued by our people, who surrounded the place on all 
sides ; which, when the enemy became aware of it, caused them to 
falter and threw them into extreme perplexity, as they saw that 
the approach to their town was cut off, and that it was useless 
for them to turn (heir thoughts to escaping in any direction; for 
the flames of war raged fiercely around them, and all that were 
struck by a musket-ball fell straightway dead, even the cattle and 
the horses. Then the whole of their cattle broke loose, frightened 
and terrified ; and all that came out of the fortress were seized by 
our men, and driven away to our own tents and huts as spoil and 
booty, neither did this state of things alter until the fortress was 
entirely Btripped of its cattle. As to their women and young 
children, .all who, through fear and cowardice, came out from the 
fortress, were taken possession of in the same manner as the cattle: 
while the men became divided into two classes, one of which was 
stationed at the gate of the fortress, or near it, or opposite to it, 
ready for war and battle, until they were slain with the musket- 
balls, in an instant, as though they had had poison given them to 
drink. How fearful then was the light with muskets; for whoever 
was struck with one of the balls, was either wounded or killed, or 
had a limb broken. Thus perished every brave and couragoous 
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man among tlicm so soon as lie stood forward ; while the cowards 
and the vile slunk back to the rear, or hid themselves away, lent 
they should be perceived by the musketeers, and lest these should 
slay them as they had slain the men of courage. In this manner 
they waited for the advent of the darkness, with such of the 
women and children as remained, according to the sense of these 
lines of lbn-Yfikut in bis work on the subject of praise : 

" The brave among tlicm tasled destruction ; their cowards 
" Found tbo hill-country aud the plains too narrow for (light." 

These watchers for the darkening of night remained in the fortress 
until tin; night set in, when they might get away. 

Ah for the MiiHliiniii, when they expressed a wish to turn back 
and disperse to their several tents, the great leader ldris, son of 
Jiim'it, prevented them, the important post of the Veziriate being 
then held by his elder brother, Km mi, son of liiiruu. The troops 
gave car, therefore, to the words of the leader, and" conformed 
thereto, remaining near the fortress, and watching for the egress 
of the fugitives. Accordingly, when the end of the evening 
twilight was come, they emerged from the fortress by one gale, 
with their women and children, and took to (light ; which circum- 
stance being perceived by the Muslimin forces, they furiously 
attacked the fugitives, and charged them with one accord. Upon 
this, the men hastened their speed in (light, abandoning the women 
and children to captivity and to the hand of the spoiler. Our 
people ceased not from making them prisoners and capturing them 
so long as any remained, very few escaping. Joy and gladness 
prevailed in our camp to a very great degree?, and this success was 
taken as a fortunate omen for the reduction of the remaining 
fortresses. They then returned to their tents by night, and passed 
the rest of the hours of darkness in mirth and glee. 

In the morning the Sultan gave the signal to march by the beat 
of drum. Upon which they set forth, aud took the direction of the 
town of Agham, reaching it before the hour of noon. On the 
instant of the Sultan's alighting from his horse, he commanded the 
trumpeter, named Mulema-Nasr, to call the troops together by a 
blast of his instrument. This was done immediately, and all the 
men, cavalry, and shieldsinen, (locked together in haste and in great 
numbers, without fail and without delay, the sick and infirm alone 
remaining behind who were quite unable to go forth to battle. So 
the Musliinin arrayed themselves under their Sultan against the 
fortress in which the enemy was to be found, and they disposed 
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their forces without loss of time. On (lie other hand, the mis- 
believers of Agham, when they saw the Muslimin, shut themselves 
np in their fortress, with the intention of doing battle, taking ii|> 
their tirniR, and opposing us by throwing poisoned arrows. Onr 
miisketeers llien commenced to ply them witli their balls, and broke 
their ranks by firing into them ; upon which they took to their 
heels and (led in disorder, the greater part, of them being soon put 
to death, though some of them escaped by (light through the great 
extent, of the fortress of Agluini. As for (lie women and children, 
they were made captives by (lie Mitslimin as spoil, and the same 
things happened hen; as had occurred at Mfivva. Our people, laden 
with booty, returned to their camping ground before sunset, in 
gladness of heart; neither did (hey suffer so much fatigue here as 
they had ex|ierienced before iliiwa by being occupied in the work 
of pillage during the night; on the contrary they slept peaceably 
the whole time. 

In the morning the signal was given to inarch, by the command 
being issued for the great drum to be beat, and our jiooplo made 
haste to set out. Our Sultan marched with his troops towards tin; 
west, and continued to advance until he had reached the town of 
Hani before the hour of noon. Hut when the misbelievers, the 
inhabitants of the town, perceived the halting of the Musliinin 
against thcin, they refused to come forth out of their stronghold 
to light, lest they should be exposed to the same evils as the people 
of Aliiwn when they came forth to drive away our troops who were 
advancing against them, but were not able to drive them away, being 
vanquished themselves and driven back in confusion and in shame. 
The |K'oplo of Hani wen; like the wise man who lakes example by 
tin- experience of others; so they remained within their fortress 
and stood to their arms, even their poisoned arrows. When this 
became known to the Muslimin, they prepared themselves for the 
assault, and arrayed the shicldsmen and musketeers in due order, 
marching against the fortress, and approaching close to it. The 
enemy thereupon set to work most assiduously at shooting their 
arrows, which resembled swarms of locusts spread abroad, or 
clouds which pour out rain ; the Muslimin, however, paid no atten- 
tion to these, relying upon the assistance usually granted to 
themselves, anil on the favour generally shown to their Sultan, by 
(he Lord most merciful, and encouraged by the success they had 
already met with in their attack upon the two captured fortresses 
of the town of Mawa and (he (own of Agham. 

As for the chieftain anil leader Idris, son of Ilariin, we saw no 
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one exert himself in this undertaking against the fortress of Hani 
like lie did. Among oilier things, he it was who drew up the order 
of our forces; in doing which, Ik; placed tins shicldsmcu in the 
front, and the musketeers in their rear, he himself, and the horsemen 
who accompanied him, taking up a position on a line with the 
musketeers, or somewhat further hack, facing towards the fortress, 
and paying no attention to any other direction, so that no injury 
should hefall his forces. So our people continued to advance, and 
the poly I hoists to hold their fortress. But when these heathen 
became sorely pressed, they retired into a narrow and circumscribed 
part of the fortress, where no one could see them, and hid themselves 
there with their weapons, in expectation of the approach of night, 
that they might then make their escape, as (he inhahilanls of 
Miiwa had done. Thereupon, the great leader ldris, son of lliirun, 
took up his station with his troops in expectation of events, 
according as he had done in the ease of I hi: fortress of Miiwa; so 
that as the evil-doers had contemplated making use of the night as 
a veil for their llight and a means of escape, so also the Muslimin 
arranged a stratagem opposed to their wiles; this consisted in 
waiting for them to come out of their stronghold, and then 
attacking them. The two parties remained, therefore, in (his slate 
of expectancy until the shades of night fell ; the heathen then 
prepared theinselvea for flight, with such of their women and 
children as had hitherto escaped being made captives. The Mus- 
limin were, however, made aware of their design by their move- 
ments and by the hum of voices in the midst of the fortress. They 
prepared themselves, therefore, accordingly, with sincere zeal and 
unmixed fervour; and when the enemy came forth in great num- 
bers, a mixed multitude of men and women, the Muslimin attacked 
them with great fury ami most destructive vigour, so that they 
dispersed the crowd, and broke up any kind of organization that 
was left among them, pursuing them to a great distance, putting 
to death their males, and taking captive their families. Of the 
misbelievers very few escaped, and such oidy whose hour was not 
yet come, but whom Clod (may His name be glorilied) led into 
safety by His almighty power and by His divine will, as was 
determined of old in His omniscience. As for the women and 
children, they became our prey and booty; and of the Muslimin 
none were slain excepting' oik; man named Mermiima, son of 'Ahdu- 
'lliih, of the followers of Maghiiinih-Muliiua, who fell a martyr to 
his faith on that night as he was pursuing the enemy. May the 
mercy of Hod be upon him. 
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When morning dawned with the divine permission and the 
almighty command, the Sultan Idris the Pilgrim, son of 'All (may 
God grant him honour in this world and hereafter), gave orders for 
marching, according to his well-known custom, by heat of drums, 
and took the direction towards the fortress of 'Ajambena. 1 So he 
mounted, and the whole of the people mounted j and he journeyed 
on the road to that country with them, and arrived there. It was 
a Btrong fortress, larger than the two former, the fortress of the 
town of Miiwa and the fortress of the town of Hani. The town 
of Agham is of very great extent, hut in point of the great numbers 
of stockades and the strength of its fortress, 'Ajambena was 
superior to Agham, if God so will. Verily God knows best. 

Now when our Sultan, ldris the Pilgrim (may God grant him 
honour in this world and the next), reached the town of 'Ajambena 
with his troops, and disposed himself to light against the people 
and combat with them, God, out of His favour and mercy, cast 
among the inhabitants a violent dissension, so that they became 
divided into two parties, by reason of the disunion of two great men, 
the speech of each of whom contradicted the speech of the other at 
the council, since the one wished submission to be made to the 
Sultan without fighting or dispute, and the other recommended a 
vigorous resistance. These two grandees separated themselves 
with their partisans ; those who desired to submit quitted the town 
with their wives and children, retiring to a place distant from the 
fortress, and remaining there ; whereas those who were stubborn 
and refused to submit, stayed behind in the fortress with the 
intention of defending it by arms. 

According to what we heard related at the time, the fighting 
men of the enemy polluted their bodies and limbs with dung and 
blood as a preventative against musket wounds ; and in this state 
they entered upon the business of fighting with our people from 
within the fortress. Our commander-in-chief disposed our army of 
shields-men and musketeers after the former method and the pre- 
ceding plan ; and we saw no one among the Muslimin who strove 
that day with an .energy equal to the ardour of our commander-in- 
chief. More was done in point of severity of fighting in this 
fortress than had occurred in any of the three former places, Miiwa, 
Agham, or JJiini, and the misbelievers of Ghajainbciiii fancied in 
their minds that they were superior in point of fighting to the 
inhabitants of Miiwa, those of Agham, or those of Biini, and 
reckoned that their arrows were more to be dreaded than the 
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arrows of those people. It was their sin and wickedness which led 
them into this erroneous Belf-sufliciency ; otherwise they never 
would have resolved to fight against our Sultan, after the inha- 
bitants of their town had divided themselves into two parties. 
For this reason also, our commander added valour to valour and 
energy to energy, taking greater pains than had been taken before 
against the other fortresses. So the enemy Btood in a row in the 
midst of the fortress, shooting their arrows and their darts against 
the Musliinln The commander then ordered our shieldsmen to 
close their shields together and remain motionless, and the mus- 
keteers to fire on the misbelievers, and press them, and redouble 
their efforts to do them harm, without any sloth or supineness, lack 
or back-sliding. Thus did our youthful heroes resolutely engage 
in the combat without earing for repose. 

According to what I had formerly heard, the chief man among 
the enemy, he who stood over the heads of the polytheistu, wished 
to act perfidiously towards our chief commander, Idris, son of 
llarun, and to play him a trick, keeping him only in view. For 
this reason he projected weapons against no one, looking intently 
to find an opportunity and an unguarded moment against the chief 
commander, when he might shoot him; this he did out of pre- 
sumptuous esteem for himself, of complacency for his own valour 
and excellence, even as was known to our chief commander, of 
his own discernment, the same as the things that were immediately 
around him, or even better. But how great a difference existed 
between the conditions of the two, and how great a dissimilarity 
between the two things compared ! For indeed God assisted 
the Vozlr, and the hosts of the enemy were utterly discomfited. 
Their chief was taken prisoner, and ordered to bo put to death by 
our Sultan; and the Musliiniu met with great booty, they were 
made glad with a signal favour, and with universal joy. 

These occurrences were noised abroad and were rumoured among 
the possessors of all the castles of the people of the country of 
Ohnkuyli, and of the people of the country of Kclakiun, 1 with others 
besides these of the tribe of Ghizim and others. So they sent in their 
submission, and became obedient to our Sultan, without one stub- 
born or refractory person. The Sultan, therefore, returned with 
his forces' to the great city, victorious and rejoicing, lie did not 
remain, however, after this in the land of llurnu more than a year 
or two before he set out on the pilgrimage to the holy house of 
God. May God propitiously accept his pious endeavour, and crown 
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liim wil.li exceeding glory both here and hereafter. This we ask 
in the name of our prince and lord, Muhammed, and his posterity; 
may God look favourably upon him and grant him peace. 

It iw now lilting that we should turn to the recital of what 
occurred between the tribe of Tctfila and our Sultan Jdris the 
Pilgrim, son of 'Ali (may the Lord give him honour here and here- 
after). Hindus. The Iribeof Telulii were a people of pride andsclf- 
KiiflieU'iicy. The whole of (heir weapons consisted in white javelins, 
neither did they hold in esteem any other kind of weapon. They 
fancied themselves the most cunning and artful among the mis- 
believers, since their custom was to attack people when asleep or 
when unawares, rushing upon them to commit depredations. There 
were none other among the misbelievers who acted in a manner 
similar to the evil deeds of this tribe. And, according to what 1 
have heard of their condition, the supreme occasion of glorying 
among them was to have killed a virtuous man; so that, when 
they assembled to eat, if any one should be among them who had 
not killed a Muslim, they would drive him away from the feast, 
and give him his portion of it apart, that he might eat it by himself 
and not share with them. Such was their practice from of old, until 
the days came of our Sultan Idris the Pilgrim, sou of 'All (may 
hie Lord grant him honour, and his Master give him his reward). 

So when he succeeded lo the kingdom by the grace of God, 
His mercy and goodness, he looked and considered as to how 
he could abolish and put a slop to their iniquity; and for this 
jiui|M)se he originated many plans by his great intelligence and his 
sharp invention. One of these consisted in constructing stations 
near them and in multiplying the improvements of the Muslimiii in 
their vicinity so as to make (hem suffer more and more from dearth. 
Another consisted in carrying warlike incursions into their country 
very often, both in winter and in summer, so that they should find 
no tranquillity in their homes. A third was to destroy their crops 
in I lie autumn; and a fourth was the exciting the tribe of Kctckuh 1 
to assail .them with ships unawares, killing some of them and taking 
others prisoners. These things were carried on so, until that tribe 
had become very much reduced in strength ; whereas, up to the 
time of our Sultan (hey used to penetrate into the land of Jiuniu 
and traverse it far and wide until they had reached the country of 
Maghiburm (or Miifibuini), and the country of Malm. Tn his days 
they were prevented front doing so; neither were they able to 
travel a single day's journey in the midst of the land of Btiriiii, 
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from the foiir in wliich tlioy stood of the Sultan who lulmiiiiHtcruil 
tiro affairs of tlio MuHliinin and tlio extermination of iiilnJols, lest 
lie should find them in the uncultivated parts of the country ami 
destroy them. For this reason tlioy left off their excursions away 
from home, and kept close to the places bordering upon the river 
Sad ; so that where the river retired towards the direction of the 
east, they advanced towards it and built themselves houses close 
to it for tht! safety of their lives, taking the river to be their most 
effectual castle. 

.Afterwards the Commander of the believers (may God eternise 
his [lower and his supremacy) marched one day with his forces to 
the country of Sabili, ami came up with them there, and made 
a great slaughter of them. And again, another day he marched to 
the country of Kensa-Kuskuh, coming up with them in the forenoon, 
and making a still greater carnage among- them, besides carrying 
away captives. Among other things that we recollect is this, that 
when the Sultan, the Pilgrim, left off cutting down the crops of 
the tribe of Ghizim of the inhabitants of Ghainzana, he divided his 
forces into two parts, appointing Kayghaina-Muhaininod-Akda as 
commander, and giving into his charge the more numerous body of 
the two. Jle ordered him to march to the south until he should 
arrive in the country of Taghalagha (or Tafalafa) of tin; tribe of 
Gliamii, on a Sunday; fixing that special day for him, which he was 
not to overstep, but was to reach tin; appointed place on that day. 
lie himself marched with all those under him, ollieers and men, in a 
northerly direction, until ho reached the town of Towata in (he 
forenoon of the Sunday, even as Kayghama, with his ollieers, 
reached the town of Taghalagha on the Sunday; and they killed 
all the enemies of those two towns, so that the number of the slain 
in both could not be counted, unless by God Most High. And 
God caused great fear to fall upon the hearts of those among Hie 
enemy whom Tic had determined to save, and scandalous cowardice, 
so that they fled in a body. After this, they increased the number 
of their emigrations in the direction of the sea of Thad,' for fear of 
their lives at all times. And also, the whole country of the enemy, 
the tribe of Tetala, remained in constant trepidation, until some of 
their villages became desolate and their green fields withered. 

Again, wlion the Sultan, the Commander of the believers, Idris 
the Pilgrim, son of 'Ali (n ,ii y God eternise his dominion and set up 
his superiority), alighted one day at the town of IMarah, llu-re came 
unto him the lord of Maghti (or Mefti) with many ships, i-ach uf 
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I hem having mi hoard ninny nf the enemy in oonlinoinont; those 
lie caused to be brought forth to the Muslim army, where I hoy 
were nil pill, in driit.li without, one being loft. lie then gave in 
charge |o his servant the chamberlain, ii:uihmI Sokil, to look after 
the enemy of the country of Kcnsa-Kuskuh, and l.o remain with the 
army in (heir vicinity an warden of the marches. They remained 
bo a short time, and each Hide wan on its guard against the other, 
keeping a sharp look-out for its sling and its horn. And when the 
time' of dark nights came round, the chamhcrlaiu ordered the troops 
to march against the enemy hy night when limy should hn asleep, 
in order that (Jod Most High might make manifest in respect to 
the two belligerents the tiling which Tie had predetermined iu Uis 
providence. The troops agreed with him in opinion Upon this point 
in every respect. A good son is he who resembles his father in 
his qualities and in his actions, even as a good servant is he who 
resembles his master; a want of resemblance in cither of the two 
classes is a shame. So they supplied themselves with every 
necessary and set out against Kcnsa-Kuskuh by night, and when 
they hail arrived in its vicinity they abstained from attacking the 
inhabitants, waiting for them to arise from their slumbers at dawn 
of day. When, therefore, the inhabitants awoke in utter ignorance 
of the vicinity of the Muslim forces to their town, and arose as 
usual, the chamberlain and his followers fell upon them fiercely, 
without hesitation or weakness; and they began to kill the mis- 
believers with (ivory kind of weapon, lances, .or anything else. 
The natives lied at once, without offering the slightest resistance, 
towards the sea of Thad, hastening to save their lives ; and the 
Musliniin, with their leader, the chamberlain, followed on their 
track, killing the men, and making captives of the women and 
children. On that day, lint few of the misbelievers escaped, with 
God's permission, and by His will. After this, their fires were 
extinguished and their houses became a ruin and a howling 
wilderness, even as had occurred to , the people of the town of 
Sebih. They also dispersed themselves in the countries of the 
misbelievers to the south, in the same manner that the inhabitants 
of Sebih had been scattered towards the south also ; so there 
remains now iu those (wo towns no place of repose. And when 
news of these two expeditions spread abroad and reached the 
different stations of IheTolala, they disliked the idea or remaining 
there, and deserted them, emigrating to the shores of the sea of 
Thml, where they established their dwellings, out of fear of the 
incursions of the Musliniin ; which fear did not cease to hold 
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possession of tliom until tlioy became struck with abjcetness niul 
depression, all llioir former courage and daring having forsaken 
thorn in ros|iect ti> their oppression and tyranny and depredations 
committed during their incursions into the land of Jiurnii, from 
whence they were thus east forth, taking warning by what had 
befallen others among the misbelievers. They fortilied themselves 
through two thingH ; had it not been for which, they would have 
been utterly destroyed. One of these was their forsaking the 
practice of entering far into the borders of the land of IJiirnu as 
l.hoy had been accustomed to do in by-gone days; and the second, 
their forsaking their original country and towns which their fore- 
fathers had built, and retreating to the shores of the sea of Thad, 
mb we have already narrated. 

An enemy possessed of understanding is more profitable than a 
friend who is stupid, as was said by Salih, son of 'Abdu-'l-Kadiis, 
iii his book of proverbs, and which he gave the substance of in the 
following metrical lines ; — 

" Man coIIccIb together, ami lime dispones , 
Ho ceases not. to patch, hut allairs will get out of order; 
If lie is at. enmity with u man of understanding, it m hotter 
Than if he have a friend who is a fool." 

Such is really the case. Ami everything that our 8ultan 
instituted, or contrived, in his kingdom during his reign, by means 
of his judgment and sagacity in connection with the tribe of 
Tetfdii, and others of his various enemies, was merely in obedience 
to the book of his Lord, which contains the details of every 
judicial case, or to the acts of His apostle (upon whom be (he most, 
excellent salutations and greetings), or to tins doctrines of the ancienl 
fathers of the faith, who deduced the eases from their principles or 
comprehensive roots and the ripe fruit of these latter, who were 
either the companions of the prophet, or their immediate successors, 
or, after those, the orthodox founders of the different orthodox 
sects (upon each of whom may the favour of (iod Most Jligh 
repose). 

Proceed we now with the narration of Hie history of the Irihc 
of Tetfilii. Our Sultan Idris the I'ilgrim, son of 'Ah, so soon 
as he had conquered the inhabitants of the town of Town In, 
marched with his army towards the east, and alighted at (he town 
of liiskudi, where I he enemy carried out a plundering expedition 
oni- night against Ihe Miisliiniii by surprise, and fell upon several 
people; lull the Sullau look no not i< I' wluil I hey llius undertook 
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of themselves, lie afterwards returned to Mic town of Towiita, 
alighted there, and remained (hero a short while, when lie set out 
again towards (ihufndiknsi, where also he remained a short, time. 
The whole of thin wan comprised in a single expedition, which was 
undertaken 1>y the Sultan merely to abase them and to demolish 
their power. 

This tribe of Telaln' had formerly increased the building of 
bouseH between the north and the south in length; and the extent 
of the breadth thereof was between llio town of Sebili and the 
town of (liinh, or Maghumi. The inhabitants of that country 
became totally extinguished through them; since Rome utterly 
abandoned their dwellings and established themselves in another 
district.; some emigrated to the borders of the sea; others became 
single, unaccompanied by a wife ; others lost their Rons and their 
properly; ami others again neglected their affairs out of fear, and 
were exposed to all sorts of privations, as we have formerly explained. 

The Commander of the believers built, therefore, many stations 
and houses in forts over against the misbelieve™, so as to prevent, 
their incursions into the territories of the faithful by night. And in 
the midst of every fort he stationed numerous troops, capable of 
doing war with the enemy singly and independently. So, when 
the Sultan had originated this device, the incursions of the enemy 
towards the Muslimin became diminished; and with their incur- 
sions, the variouB kinds of their ancient depredations were put 
a stop to, and they gave up all Iio|k: of being able to renew them, 
fearing for their own lives and satisfied with the safety of the same 
more than with any other source of gratification. And mankind 
wondered with an extreme astonishment on account of the tribe of 
Tetnlii, how meek they had become after so much perversity; how 
bumble, after so much pride; and how they continued to live in 
fear, early and late. May God never cause their fear and their 
abject ness to cease, forever and oyer, ro long as periods of time 
shall recur. This is all we know of their matters and their history, 
as to what happened between them and our Sultan, Idrls the 
Pilgrim, son of Ali, whom (jod preserve!, fiod is our portion, and 
lie is the beRt of referees, lie is also the support of his humble 
and necessitous servant. 

Now we are not aware that true warfare ever broke out between 
the Sultan, the Commander of the believers, the Vicegerent of the 
Lord of the universe, and the tribes of Mekir,' excepting with the 
inhabitants of'the town of Kusur, and those of the town of Scbcl- 
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fiituh. As to tlio lord of Kusur, when lie sallied forth to light 
with our Sultan, lie was taken alive, anil our Sultan gained a great 
victory by his capture!. Again, when the lord of Schclfiiluh and 
his subjects became more exceedingly perverse, rebellious, and 
tyrannical in their strongholds, and intelligence thereof reached the 
Sultan, the commander of Islaiuism, he turned aside out of his road 
towards them with his forces, as he was going by and beyond, to 
Mendcra 1 . When he had reached their stronghold, they made 
themselves ready for battle, and came forth, and drew up in array. 
But, when the Prince began to engage them, Clod smote their hearts 
with severe dread, and shameful cowardice. So they fell into 
disorder and fled from their city. Many of these polyiheists were 
slain, and their women and children wen; made captives, while the 
Musliinin obtained a complete triumph, taking much booty. They 
rejoiced exceedingly at this circumstance, accepting it as an 
auspicious omen for the expedition on which they hail originally 
set out. They sent the whole of the booty they had found back 
to the city of Burnfi, so as not to be troubled and fatigued with it 
on the march, since their expedition was not completed in that 
place. On the contrary, they passed on and journeyed towards the 
tribe of Menderii, which they came up with in a short, time ami 
vanquished, as they had overcome Sebelfutuh, with the assistance 
and succour of (J oil Most High. In the light with these two towns 
the Musliinin did not suffer the slightest injury, and they returned 
home loaded with booty, victorious, and rejoicing. 



CONCLUSION. 

GENEUAI. UI1A.UA0TBII AN1> II.I.U.STKATI VE ANECDOTES OE THE SULTAN. 

Be admonished, my brethren, and give ear, O company of friends; 
for verily our Sultan, Idiis the I'ilgrim, whose triumph may Cod 
perpetuate, and whose affairs may He facilitate, is endowed by Cod 
Most High with many qualifies of various virtues. For instance, 
whatever he pronounces in speaking, be it much or he it little, he 
always accomplishes it; whatever he promises, he perforins ; what- 
ever he undertakes, he fulfils ; he never holds rancorous feelings 
U"'ninst a just man after becoming acquainted with his condition ; 
when he gives to any person, he never taunts that person with it; 
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lie never extols hinmelf at Hie ex|>oiise of any created being; lie 
restricts his resolutions to the commands of (loci, and resigns his 
affairs to llio decrees or Providence, be they sweet, or lie they 
latter; lie never laments when misfortune or Bufferings overtake 
liiui ; he never leaven an oppressor alive when lie gains intelligence 
of Iiis oppression; he on no account ever prefers this lire to the 
future state ; lie knows that this world will pass away and be 
annihilated, as also that the future slate will last and be enduring ; 
lie does not postpone the service or prayer beyond its appointed 
time, even when he is journeying in haste ; Ik; is beneficent in his 
gifts, compassionate towards orphans, widows, and the necessitous; 
he devotes all the powers of his mind and body to the amelioration 
of his kingdom, and does not approve of any injury happening 
thereto ; whenever he undertakes to do any virtuous or kind action, 
he invariably fulfils the same, as lie evinced in the case or the 
I'rince of Mendera, who came to him with supplications after his 
uncle had expelled him from his stales and usurped them himself ; 
ho exerted himself to replace that prince on the throne of his 
kingdom, never ceasing to go to and fro between Mendera and 
I'urnu until he had driven out the usurping prince, the unjust one, 
from the sovereignly in diseomliture, and installed in his room the 
one who had applied to liim for succour, establishing him in his 
kingdom without a competitor or an antagonist, and carrying back 
to liurnfi the usurping tyrant, so that he should not again peqielralo 
the like of his former injustice. After which, (.Jod facilitated for 
the Prince of Mendera every one of his affairs, so that all those of 
the loaders who had been abettors of hatred and disaffection 
against him became obedient to his rule, such iis Tekniii ami 
others, and they acted as good and dutiful subjects. 

One of the most astonishing trails of the political character of 
our Sultan, Idiis the Pilgrim, (whom God exalt,) consists in this: 
One day he started from the town on the twenty-seventh of 
Kama/.an, journeying towards the west. lie alighted at the town 
of Mar for the morning's nap, and after |>erforming his noon and 
afternoon devotions, he mounted again and took a southerly 
direction, travelling quickly, and this in the time of the rains. 
When he approached the town of Diskcui, on his road, there fell 
an abundant shower of heavy rain, so that indications were per- 
ceived among the army of a desire to enter that town ; but he 
passed if without, taking any notice of it, or of the rain that was 
pouring down upon him. The people continued to suffer from this 
severe fall of water until their clothes and their saddles were wet. 
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through, unci until they reached the town of Daghazcyh in the 
evening, when the end of fast-time wan arrived at, and the jieople 
broke their fast without delay !>y reason of their great thirst. 
After that, he and they all mounted again and proceeded until they 
passed the sea (river?) from the town of lihu'/.a; they travelled 
all night at a rapid pace until morning, and arrived in the forenoon 
at the town of Khlriba. Then, plundering parlies were sent out 
right and left (north and south), who were reassembled again at 
noon-time, after taking some captives; ami they then proceeded 
towards Uhanemii, where they alighted before the close of twilight, 
the people passing the night very uncomfortably. They could 
only perforin their evening devotions by great exertion, and it was 
not possible for the chief priest Ahmed, son of Safiyya, upon that 
night to perforin the long special prayers of Kama/an with his 
Sultan by reason of his fatigue and utter prostration. Verily 
travel is an inlliction. Again, when the Lord, whose praises be 
manifest, caused the morrow to appear, the Commander of the 
believers, khis the Pilgrim, mounted, and his troops mounted, and 
travelled in the direction of the great city of Jiiirui, but did not 
reach it until they had seen the new moon of Shewwal on the 
road, and they entered it between sunset and the time of night 
prayer, and slept then;, and that night the drums beat to announce 
the feast of the conclusion of the month of fasting. 

Another of those traits is the astonishing journey he performed 
when he went to the town of Cha/.czlih. It was in this wise. 
After lie had turned buck from the town of 'A jama of the laud of 
Merghi, our Sultan journeyed towards (Jha/.ezlih, and alighted at the 
town of Zumbem at the time of the moon's fulness on the fourteenth 
day from the end of the month. And when the night was come, 
the Sultan mounted with his troops and proceeded in the direction 
intended, taking as their guide on the road for the night Salih, son 
of Kewseni. lie therefore preceded the army, advancing at an 
easy pace without hurrying or using any particular diligence, and 
wo shall never forget that journey of his in that night, if (!od 
Most High so ordain. So when ho had reached with them the 
tall tree that is nigh to the road, and which is commonly known by 
the name of (ihiltawa, he stood still on the spot for a long lime, ho 
that the misbelievers should not hear the movement of the army 
near them. And when the time of dawn was come, the guide; went 
forward with the troops, after they had prepared themselves for 
battle by putting on their armour and the armour of llieir horses; 
and they attacked the polylheists, who were thus taken by sur- 
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prise, iiH no news had reached tlicin of the approach of the Mnn- 
linilii, nor lnul llioy seen a single horseman of our warriors. The 
misbelievers were, therefore, immodialely thrown into confusion ; 
Rome of iliom csea|>ed from being killed because llieir lime was not 
yet eoine, mid others were put to death, by reason of their hour 
having' arrived. Ah to Mm women and children, they wen; met 
with in great numbers, and (he bulk of the children of the offenders 
were found newly circumcised and could not escape. After this, 
the Sultan returned towards Zinibcin, and ho arrived with his troops 
at the place of the river. 

Again, there is his return from one of his warlike expeditions 
towards the west, which was as follows. When he had reached 
Mm (own of Jeba and passed the night there, he left it by night, 
and travelled towards the south on the road coming from the tribe 
of (ihi/iui, and left the road to llurnfl, until he had reached the 
land of the miscreants, where he killed some, and inside captive 
some others, after which he turned his horse's head in the direction 
of lhiruu. 

There are many other anecdotes on this point of a like nature; 
we have not told one quarter or one-Iifth of them ; indeed wc arc 
unequal to the task, and our forgetfulness is apparent and con- 
fessed. There is his journey in quest of the man named Dunn, son 
of Aininefn-'lliih, lord of the town of Hulugha, until his servant, 
named I)hirsu-'d-dubbi (urimliiiij-loolh of the bear), killed him ; 
after which, the whole of his followers were made captives. Our 
mistakes, too, are many and evident. Yes, yes, yes. Certain 
doctors of law have established a distinction between mistakes 
and forgetting. Forgetting is the losing the recollection of a 
thing after we have once known if, and not recalling it to mind as 
.11 thing that exists: but a mistake is the putting one thing for 
another not of the same kind. This we have seen set forth as a 
curious piece of science in a certain book. It belongs to (Jod alone 
richly to endow his creatures. 

*' There is no cm! to Thy prniBO when duly B«l forth, 
But to wortla there iH an end nnd it conclusion." 

And unto (Jod does everything return. He is our trust, and (lie 
best we can depend upon. 

men! If you know for certain any of the matters of our 
Sultan relating to his military expeditions, to his wars, and to his 
border conflicts, and you have them recorded, make them known 
unto us in their details, of how and how much ; for we have not a 
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comprehensive knowledge of nil of them. May our Lord, whoso 
praises bo sung, and whoso nuuic ho glorified, strengthen him, and 
finally establish him in tho implanting of the requirements of 
religion and of worldly affaire, with all grace and honovolonco, 
without any lack of power or zeal. May (Jod make his reward 
perfect both here and hereafter; for Jle never allows tho reward 
of the good to he lost to them. 

Wo have formerly learnt from the hook called " the Canons 
of the Law" that the number of military expeditions of our Prince 
and Lord Muhammcd (upon whom be salutations and the favour 
of God) is distinctly declared to be twenty-seven, beginning with 
that of Weddana, and ending with that of Tehuk, which was 
undertaken in summer time. We have also read in the book styled 
tho " Jloinistiohs of Lovers," that 'Ali, son of Kim Talib, did not 
remain behind absent from any one of these expeditions, excepting 
alone that of Tehuk, when he stayed away hy command of the 
Prophet (upon whom be salutations and greetings), acting as 
his lieutenant during his absence. May (Jod be pleased with him. 

A particular feature of the policy of our Sultan ldiis the 
Pilgrim, son of 'All, Commander of the believers (whom may his 
Lord exalt, and upon whom, with his children, may his Principal 
multiply the manifestations of favour), was, that ho devoted 
himself to combating tho enemies of the faith, and protecting the 
borders of the land of the faithful, desiring thereby to obtain the 
approbation of Cod Most High, and hoping to merit His reward, 
since he never preferred the world to tho future state. And when 
he contemplated any single undertaking, of whatsoever kind, ho 
first considered tho matter well and pondered over it. If he found 
it in the Scripture, or in the acts of the Prophet, or the juris- 
prudence of the ancient and leading fathers of the faith, he would 
perform it cheerfully and willingly ; whereas, in case they did not 
contain the matter, he would abandon it, and altogether turn his 
hack upon it. These two rules were his constant, guide of conduct, 
as is well known to all who frequented his society. 

Again, whenever, being on an expedition, he heard any fresh 
intelligence respecting the enemy, either by ni.dit or by day, 
he would never loiter where he was; but, on the contrary, would 
set out first and foremost, before any one else;, in the direction 
respecting which he had learnt the intelligence, leaving his people 
to follow him. And this, in order that no harm should happen to 
his people or to himself from any cause whatever, through his own 
want of circumspection and energy in the direction of affairs. 
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VVitlial, lie put his trust in his Lord in all Iiir undertakings, well 
knowing jiixl perfectly |>crceiviiig (.lint nothing comes to pass 
wil.lioul being ordered by God Most High. For this reason he was 
courageous and bold, persevering in every mailer that required 
his attention ; never (lagging, or desisting, or turning aside, or 
being diverted, until he had accomplished the thing he had under- 
taken. Such was his character: such was his practice. 

Among the gifts bestowed upon him by God Most High were 
those of grandeur and majesty of presence, and none of those 
subject to him, whether great or small, felt their minds at peace 
excepting when lie was in sight.. If he moved a large army in 
any direction, and remained behind himself with a few troops, his 
chiefs and leaders were never pleased, though they might be never 
so numerous and superior to those who were with him. And 
iigiiin, if lie resolved on going on an expedition himself with a 
small force in any direction, leaving the bulk of his troops behind 
in immense numbers, they were never happy in remaining among 
the people without him, and their minds were never at ease 
in either case until God Most High bad re-united them with him. 
May God assist him with a great succour. This we know for 
certain, from having often witnessed the fact. What then are you 
all in respect to the affair of the Thursday in the town of Sim, in 
which our people suffered so niucb fear, until God sent a great 
favour upon them, and a mighty assistance, with great joy, by his 
coining (o join them. It was thus: (lie Sultan 'Abdu-'i-Jchl, son 
of 'Abdu-'l-,lelil, of the tribe of lbilfda, came to Sim, as a champion 
for his country, with a few followers of his own tribe, and matters 
went rather sorely with our people, their eyes waxing dim and 
their hearts coining into their throats. Hut when the Commander 
of the believers, Idris the Pilgrim, arrived in the forenoon of the 
Thursday, and found them in that, stale, the enemy were routed 
and lied like asses (lying from a lion, or like sheep fleeing from 
wolves in chase, by merely catching sight of his dust, in the east 
rising up into (he air. And tin; Sultan pursued them (may God 
ennoble all that is connected with him, and magnify his triumphs to 
(lie utmost !) until (he horses and camels were worn out with fatigue, 
as the poet has thus expressed it: 

" I pressed forward with Ilium liy night, unlit their horecs were tired, 
And until their chargem had no need to tic lied with liallcrn." 

lie returned about (he (imo of noon. And had if not been that 
(!od shed his favour upon (In- men of liiiinii by his approach, and 
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helped tlicrn by his marching, as lie assisted the forces of our 
I'rinco and Lord, our Prophet and Apostle, Miihamined the Ohnscn 
One (upon wlioin be salutations and greetings !) on tlie day of 
Seysehan, by the preHcnce of his son-in-law and next of kin, the 
lion, our I'rince and Lord, 'All, son of Kbu-Talib (upon whom be the 
approbation of God Most High !), verily much suffering would 
have ensued. So the minds of the men of liuruu were set at ease, 
and their eyes brightened, and they congratulated one another, 
and hugged and embraced each other on the Thursday, the Friday, 
and the Saturday, lie covered them with the veils of joy and 
overpowered them with all kinds of happiness, until they returned 
in the direction of llurnu. This is what we had to relate concerning 
the affair of the Thursday, which happened to be the third of the 
month Shawwfil. It is an instance of the imposing grandeur of our 
Sultan, notwithstanding that he left behind him ninny more horse- 
men than he took with him, as was the case with the baggage 
horses. As for the shieldsmen, he had left the whole of them 
behind, so that none of them were with him. This is an instance 
of his government and leadership wliich God Most High bestowed 
upon him on the day when he gave him being. May God recom- 
pense the poet lbnu-Dureyd for what he had written in his poem so 
celebrated and which begins with the words: "0 gazelle." 

" And mankind, a lliouaand of them arc but us oho, 
Ami one uh a thousand, if (God'a) command bo require." 

There is no obstacle when lie gives, and no giver when lie 
withholds, no eslablislier when lie takes away, no expeller when lie 
establishes; to Hint belong universal favour and all-encircling 
beneficence; lie distinguishes with His mercy whomsoever He 
pleases, and in His hand is the power of commanding and of 
bringing into existence. May God increase the majesty of our 
Sultan, his eminence, his goodness, his victories, his glory, his rank, 
his justice, and his opulence, for the sake of our Prince and Lord 
Muhammed (upon whom be the salutations of God and greetings!), 
of his chosen companions, their disciples, and the followers of those: 
disciples; for the sake of Gabriel, Michael, lsrafil, and 'Ar.ra'il ; of 
all the prophets and apostles (upon all of whom be the blessing and 
salutations of God !). Amen. Amen. Amen. 

This is what wis have become acquainted with respecting the 
stale and doings of our Sultan, and his acts during the time of his 
Kovoreignly, which we have related after twelve years since his 
reign passed away. VVo will relate at a future time the occurrences 
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which took place between him and the people of Kanim, iT Ood so 
will; for God is lie who enables us to do what if) right, and to 
Him must nil things be referred. 

Hero ends this memoir, with the help of Ood (whose name bo 
glorified!) and his sustaining grace, in the forenoon of Sunday, 
the fifteenth day of God's sacred month of Rejcb the solitary, the 
resected, one of the months of the year I2G!), 1 after the emigra- 
tion of him upon whom be salutations and greetings, and honour, 
and majesty, and reverence and greatness. 



NOTE. 

Dr. Bartii, in his " Travels and Discoveries in Africa," informs 
us that the manuscript from which the foregoing translations in 
Articles V and VIII were made, was a copy sent to the British 
Government by the "late Vizier of Bornu, Ilaj Beshir ben Tirab." 

From the researches of this learned and successful African 
traveller, as given in the " Chronological Table of the History of 
Bornu," in the Appendix to his second volume, we learn further, 
that the Sultan ldris, the subject of these memoirs, reigned thirty- 
three years, from a.p. 1571 to 1(503, and that the two parts of the 
memoir together give the events of the first twelve years of his 
reign ; the only thing as yet known respecting the rest of his 
history being the fact that he was killed on the field of battle by a 
handbill thrown at him by a pagan concealed in a tree while waging 
war with a tribe on the borders of Bagirini, perhaps the Ghaincrgii, 
and was buried in Alawo, a place in the district of Uje, touched 
upon in the Doctor's journey to Adamawa. 

From this passage it appears that the paragraph (in p. 2, r >7) 
translated " which we have related after twelve years since his 
reign passed away," should have be-n" rendered " which we have 
related after twelve years of his reign have passed away." The 
paragraph in the original is given below;' it is somewhat faulty at 

< 23rd April, 1853. 
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beet. Tho name Ilimir, which occurs several limes as that of a 
reinoto ancestor of the Sultan, should be written and pronounced 
llhnyer or Jliinyar, though not so accented in the original. Liiy, 
son of Ohftlil) (p. 45), should be Luwayy. 

Dr. Barth gives the orthography " Njiiuiye" as the equivalent 
for what the manuscript calls sometimes Jim, and sometimes Sim, 
the capital of Kaniin. It appears also that the description of the 
eastern frontier of that kingdom (as mentioned in Art. V, p. 44), 
should be "reached unto the country of Dhfiy, and unto the Nile, 
countries of the Blf (sea-shore)." ' 

Dr. liarth has made much use of this historical work in his 
Chronology of Bornu, and holds it in high esteem. The translation, 
made in the year 1854 by desire of the Foreign Ollice, before 
Dr. Barth's return from Africa, when read in connexion with the 
learned doctor's narrative of his travels, will doubtless acquire 
therefrom increased interest in the eyes of those who follow up 
any of the various questions included in that of African discovery. 



